
Serving over 9,000 students spread across 346 square miles, Westside Union School District prides itself on being 
“the district of choice” with more choice-based programs than any other district in the Antelope Valley. Westside 
Union School District features 12 schools, providing world-class education to students from kindergarten to 8th grade.  
Continuing a tradition of high academic achievement, a majority of Westside Union School District schools exceed 
the coveted 800 score on the Academic Performance Index administered by the California Department of Education.2017
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Science	  Jets	  are	  Headed	  to	  Houston
Joe Walker Middle School's Science Jets robotics team are getting ready to show off their talent in 

Houston next month for the FIRST Lego League World Festival Championships. FIRST, or For Inspiration 

and Recognition of Science and Technology, is an international organization that promotes science 

education. Team 594 Identimal won a championship trophy at the Los Angeles Regional Championship 

FIRST Lego League competition in December to qualify the team for the April 19-22 world festival. This 

will be the first time in the 25 year history of the event that a Jr. High FIRST Lego League team has 

qualified from our valley. The team is currently seeking donations for 

travel expenses. Ideally, the team would like to travel with all 15 

students, which includes the classmates that are not original Team 594 

members, but part of the class. Enginnering teacher Jerry Pontius would 

like all students to have an opportunity to experience the event. If you 

would like to make a donation please visit gofundme.com/sciencejets 
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Get Social!
Get social with 

Westside!    
Find, friend, follow 

and like us to stay up 
to date on the great 

things going on!

@WestsideSchools

www.pinterest.com/
westsideschools

www.facebook.com/
westsideschools 

www.youtube.com/
MyWestsideSchools 

Board of
Trustees

Linda Jones

Steve DeMarzio 

John Curiel

Patricia Shaw

Jennifer Navarro

The faculty and staff at Gregg Anderson Academy have been working hard 

to provide a new robotics lab for its students. Late last year, GAA was 

notified that they won a $10,000 dollar grant by Pittsburg Plate Glass to help 

them reach their goal. Students were invited to join administrators during a 

check presentation in January and to meet PPG representatives. The grant 

will allow GAA to purchase robotics kits, curriculum materials and the 

storage facility to hold equipment and provide an area for students to work 

in. Fifth grade students will be programming his or her robots this year to 

provide hands on knowledge in the field of engineering. Congratulations 

Aviators!

New Robotics Lab Coming to Gregg Anderson Academy

Students Win Big with Verizon Innovative Learning 
App Challenge

Students enrolled in the Innovation and Possibilities elective class at Joe 

Walker, won Best in State and Best in Region for their category in the 

Verizon Innovative Learning App Challenge. The group of students competed 

against 1,800 app concept submissions to win the categories. The group of 

students created an app concept known as Stand By Me to reduce asthma 

related emergencies, which affect 1 in 6 students at Joe Walker. The idea for 

the app would allow users to track real time personal asthma symptoms, 

receive notifications when pre-set limits are exceeded, and maintain cloud-

based historical health records by 

wearing a wristband. Joe Walker will 

receive $5,000 dollars, tablets with a 

case cover for each team member, a 

recognition plaque, matching t-shirts 

and a certificate. Congratulations Jets!
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Welcome Board Trustee Jennifer Navarro

Local community activist Jennifer Navarro, has been appointed to 

become our new board of trustee member for the Westside Union 

School District. After conducting three orientations and a round of 

interviews, Mrs. Navarro stood out among the candidates.  A total 

of eight community members applied for the position that was left 

vacant by former board of trustee Joan Sodergren. The board is 

confident in Mrs. Navarro’s ability to guide our school district on 

the path of success and welcome her to our family.

Navarro is a Quartz Hill High School graduate, vice president of 

the Antelope Valley Four Points Swap Meet and a volunteer for the Palmdale Chamber of 

Commerce. She became an active community member for the district when her two children 

attended our schools prior to entering high school.

The National North America Map Stopped by Anaverde Hills

Students at Anaverde Hills received a big surprise from the school’s Parent Teacher Student 

Association. The National North America Map had a two week stay inside the gymnasium. 

Students had the opportunity to interact with the map by playing educational games, 

participating in geography adventures, atlas and books about physical characteristics of the 

continent. The giant 35-foot by 26-foot map is part of National Geographic's Giant Traveling 

Maps program. The map is equipped with 

learning materials for grades kindergarten 

to eight grade, which allowed each student 

an opportunity to learn and explore. The 

PTSA was able to bring the North America 

Map to Anaverde Hills through its 

fundraisers. We would like to thank 

everyone who is part of the PTSA and those 

that donated. [contributed photo]



The	  third	  quarter	  of	  this	  school	  year	  is	  nearly	  over,	  and	  our	  students	  will	  have	  two	  weeks	  of	  spring	  break	  to	  get	  
ready	  to	  con:nuing	  doing	  their	  best	  work	  through	  the	  end	  of	  the	  school	  year.	  	  Spring	  break	  begins	  on	  Monday,	  
March	  20th	  and	  classes	  will	  resume	  on	  Monday,	  April	  3rd.	  	  

As	  you	  are	  aware,	  the	  District	  has	  been	  in	  the	  process	  of	  reconstruc:ng	  the	  CoEonwood	  School	  campus	  so	  that	  
it	  can	  become	  Westside’s	  4th	  school	  of	  choice.	  	  The	  students	  and	  staff	  are	  currently	  brainstorming	  names	  to	  
iden:fy	  the	  STEAM	  (Science,	  Technology,	  Engineering,	  Arts	  and	  Mathema:cs)	  program	  that	  will	  be	  offered	  
beginning	  with	  the	  2017-‐18	  school	  year.	  	  	  New	  spaces	  have	  been	  created	  on	  the	  campus	  to	  allow	  for	  “makers	  
space”	  so	  the	  students	  can	  create	  and	  design	  various	  projects	  and	  objects.	  	  Flexible	  space	  has	  been	  developed	  
in	  the	  core	  building	  to	  allow	  for	  the	  explora:on	  of	  science	  and	  arts.	  	  Members	  of	  the	  staff	  have	  been	  visi:ng	  
STEAM	  schools	  and	  programs	  in	  California	  to	  develop	  programs	  that	  will	  be	  unique	  to	  Westside	  and	  the	  
students	  aEending	  CoEonwood	  School.	  	  	  	  Like	  some	  other	  schools	  in	  the	  District,	  CoEonwood	  School	  students	  
will	  be	  required	  to	  wear	  a	  uniform	  to	  school,	  and	  parents	  who	  want	  their	  children	  to	  aEend	  the	  school	  will	  
need	  to	  apply	  for	  a	  transfer.	  	  Transfers	  will	  be	  accepted	  at	  CoEonwood	  School	  for	  exis:ng	  students	  at	  that	  site,	  
and	  at	  the	  District	  Office	  for	  all	  other	  students.	  	  We	  are	  very	  excited	  to	  see	  the	  development	  of	  another	  school	  
of	  choice	  for	  our	  students.	  	  Applica:ons	  for	  aEendance	  at	  CoEonwood	  School	  will	  be	  accepted	  through	  April	  
30th.	  	  As	  with	  all	  of	  our	  other	  sites,	  if	  more	  applica:ons	  are	  received	  than	  there	  are	  seats	  available,	  a	  random	  
loEery	  will	  take	  place.

Intra-‐district	  transfers	  for	  the	  2017-‐18	  school	  year	  are	  now	  being	  accepted	  through	  April	  14,	  2017.	  	  Transfers	  
will	  be	  granted	  on	  a	  space	  available	  basis	  and	  if	  there	  are	  more	  requests	  than	  space	  available,	  a	  random	  loEery	  
process	  will	  be	  used.	  	  Please	  submit	  your	  requests	  by	  the	  deadline	  date.	  	  

We	  have	  welcomed	  Jennifer	  Bruce-‐Navarro	  to	  the	  Board	  of	  Trustees.	  	  Ms.	  Navarro	  was	  appointed	  to	  fill	  the	  
vacancy	  created	  by	  the	  resigna:on	  of	  long	  term	  Board	  member	  Joan	  Sodergren	  who	  moved	  out	  of	  the	  area.	  	  
Ms.	  Navarro	  has	  been	  an	  ac:ve	  parent	  and	  community	  member,	  and	  was	  selected	  from	  amongst	  an	  
outstanding	  field	  of	  candidates.	  	  Thanks	  to	  other	  applicants	  Lee	  Smith,	  Shawny	  Barcelona,	  Chris	  Grado,	  Cathy	  
Jackson-‐Ervin,	  Amaka	  Donn,	  YveEe	  Hypolite,	  and	  Edward	  Holguin.	  	  The	  Board	  appreciates	  all	  of	  those	  who	  
were	  willing	  to	  be	  of	  service	  to	  the	  community.

The	  Los	  Angeles	  County	  Board	  of	  Supervisors	  granted	  the	  request	  of	  the	  Board	  to	  make	  future	  elec:ons	  for	  the 	  
Governing	  Board	  posi:ons	  occur	  in	  even	  years.	  	  This	  request	  was	  in	  response	  to	  recent	  legisla:on	  requiring	  all	  
districts	  to	  move	  their	  elec:on	  cycle	  to	  even	  years	  when	  there	  is	  the	  greatest	  voter	  turnout.	  	  Terms	  of	  current	  
trustees	  Linda	  Jones,	  John	  Curiel	  and	  Jennifer	  Bruce-‐Navarro	  will	  now	  end	  in	  2018	  and	  terms	  of	  Steve	  DeMarzio	  
and	  Patricia	  Shaw	  will	  now	  end	  in	  2020.

Please	  enjoy	  a	  safe,	  rescul	  and	  relaxing	  spring	  break,	  and	  we	  will	  look	  forward	  to	  the	  return	  of	  your	  children	  in	  
April.	  	  

Regina	  Rossall
Superintendent

A Message From The Superintendent



Westside Round Up:
A message from your 

principals

Anaverde Hills
Anaverde Hills garnered press attention this past month with the 
National Geographic Traveling Map!  Our students were able to 
interact with the giant map of North America measuring 35 ft. x 26 ft. 
by participating in guided lessons that focused on recognizing states 
and their capitals, learning about longitude and latitude lines, and much 
more!  Our Lego Robotics team placed 6th in the entire Southern 
California region at the Lego Land competition in late January!  Our 
Dancing Feet Team geared up for the Ballroom Dancing competition at 
the end of February and were excited to represent Anaverde Hills!  Our 
7th and 8th grade students had the incredible experience of taking part 
in the All It Takes Leadership Camp in Malibu, and we are excited to 
see the skills they gain transfer back into our Anaverde Hills school 
culture. Go Vipers!   

-Dr. Kristin Kruizinga, Principal

Cottonwood
Cottonwood participated in the Great Kindness Challenge 
in January. The Anti-Bully Squad put on a superhero 
themed assembly about the "super" power of friendship. 
Classes made kindness posters, and joined in friendship 
activities on the playground.  This month, Cottonwood is 
moving full STEAM ahead with preparations to become a 
school of choice with a focus on innovation, design, 
engineering and art in 2017-2018. Our makerspace, 
engineering and design lab, and new uniforms are 
coming soon!

-Laura Duran, Principal

Del Sur
Del Sur Super Heroes had many spectacular events in February. Our ACE 
Awards took place on February 10th, congrats to our recipients. We are 
continuing our after school tutoring sessions for grades 1-8, thank you to 
our dedicated tutors and students who participate. Our PTSA has a Dine 
Out Night planned and is gearing up for our Founder's Day, which will take 
place in March. Good luck to our Dancing Feet team who will compete 
soon. Go Dragons! 

Jessica Kott, Principal

Esperanza

On February 14th, Esperanza staff took place in a 
Happiness Sprinkling. What is a Happiness Sprinkling you 
ask? It where a group of people decides to sprinkle 
happiness by holding signs filled with positive 
affirmations.  Our staff headed out to our many school 
entrances and sprinkled happiness. The kids loved seeing 
their teachers welcoming them to school with smiling 
faces and signs filled with kindness. Our staff felt great 
showing the kids how much they care. It’s simple things, 
like a Happiness Sprinkling, that help us remember we’re 
all in this together and that a little kindness goes a long 
way.

-Nicole Hernandez, Principal 

Gregg Anderson Academy

We have some wonderful news to report here at Gregg Anderson 
Academy. Four of our teachers recently applied for STEM grants through 
PPG, Pittsburg Paint and Glass. All four teachers had their applications 
accepted and were awarded a $1,000 grant each. Some projects that the 
teachers will use their grant money for include a green house and additional 
STEM assemblies for our students. In addition to this, our school applied for 
a school-wide grant through PPG as well. We are happy to announce that 
PPG has fully funded this grant request of $10,000.   We will be using this 
generous gift to create a robotics lab for our fifth grade students. As all 
students progress through fifth grade, they will have the opportunity to plan, 
design , build and test working robots.   We are very appreciative of the 
generosity shown by PPG and look forward to the opportunities these 
awards will provide for our students.

-Shelly Dearinger & Thomas Morreale, Co-Principals

Hillview

Hillview would like to congratulate all of our basketball 
teams for their hard work.   Three of our four teams went 
undefeated through the regular season to capture the 
League Champions title.   Great job Hawks.   Soccer 
season begins soon; games are held at the Lancaster 
Soccer Center.   Hillview will hold our annual open house 
event on Tuesday, March 14th.   For anyone interested in 
our 6th grade Honors Academy for the 17-18 year, we 
will hold that parent and student meeting from 5:30-6:00 
in our cafeteria.   Our regular open house for all grades 
will run from 6:00 – 7:00pm in our gym.   We hope 
everyone can make it out!

-Jennifer Slater-Sanchez, & Rodney Lots Co-Principals

Joe Walker
Joe Walker Middle School has had a very successful month. Our 
Innovations and Possibilities Elective class entered the Verizon App 
Challenge with an app concept called Stand By Me and won “Best in State” 
and “Best in Region” out of 1,800 entries The students created the app to 
reduce asthma related emergencies, which affect 1 in 6 students at Joe 
Walker Middle School. The idea for the app would allow users to track real 
time personal asthma symptoms, receive notifications when pre-set limits are 
exceeded, and maintain cloud-based historical health records by wearing a 
wristband. We hope to win “Best in Nation” too! GO JETS!!!!

-Steve Wood, Principal



Leona Valley

Recently Mrs. Goldovsky’s class and Mrs. Stecker’s class 
took a fieldtrip to Riley’s Farm, which is a hands on colonial 
experience. Students were able to experience what it was 
like to be a colonist in an interactive way.  This field trip was 
partly paid for by a partnership with the Leona Valley 
SERTOMA group.  In addition the whole school visited LPAC 
to see ACME’s performance of Annie.   Adding to our 
emphasis on the arts, the 5th and 6th graders geared up for 
the Dancing Feet competition at the Fairgrounds.   Leona 
Valley’s PTO continues to be very active with their After 
School events for the students.   Most recently they 
sponsored a Movie Day after school.

-Cathy Bennett, Principal

Quartz Hill
 
At Quartz Hill Elementary, students have been busy in 
school and after school. Fifth and sixth grade students had 
been diligently preparing for the Dancing Feet Competition 
that took place in February. Students were excited to show 
off their dancing skills while competing against other 
schools. Students performed in front of our student body to 
prepare for the big competition. Quartz Hill recently 
received a grant which allowed us to take a group of fourth 
through sixth grade students to the Gene Autry Museum. 
Not only were students able to explore the museum, they 
also had a lesson in museum etiquette. Our Vex Robotics 
team has also been hard at work. Fifth and sixth grade 
students work collaboratively after school to complete real 
world tasks using their robots. 

-Andrea Paxton, Principal

Rancho Vista

Rancho Vista students continue working with their teachers 
in the classroom doing many activities with the chrome 
books and other technology as well as many hands on 
activities.   I hear group working going on with lots of 
collaboration between students.   In addition, PTA recently 
sponsored a Dad/Daughter Dance which was a new 
function for RV and was a huge success.   Donuts for Dad 
was another opportunity for students to celebrate family 
time.   During this past month, we also went to the ACME 
Annie performance.   Our fifth and 6th grade dancers 
participated in the Dancing Feet Competition on Feb. 25 at 
the Fairgrounds.  Additionally, our PTA worked diligently on 
their Auction fundraiser that took place on Feb. 25 as well.  

-Cathy Bennett Principal 

Sundown

Sundown Elementary School 1st-3rd grade students 
participated in the Junior Lego League challenge recently as 
they attended an event at LEGOLAND. We are looking 
forward to expanding this program next year.   The 
Sundown PTA planned a family sweetheart dance on 
February 10th. Our students continue to use technology in 
their classroom learning environment as our teachers 
continually find ways to integrate technology throughout the 
curriculum. With the leadership of our counselor, Mrs. 
Rendon, we completed our Great Kindness Week challenge, 
and we will continue to promote this all year.
 

-Timothy Barker, Principal 

Valley View

Valley View has created an exciting program to utilize our 
GATE students in mentoring our younger students in developing 
an enrichment program integrating robotics and coding. Mrs. 
Doretta Patterson, fourth grade teacher, has developed an 
after school program to teach our gifted students leadership 
skills. We will be using our gifted students to develop activities 
before and after school to engage students in inquiry and 
developing a passion for learning. We had an anti-bullying 
assembly with our fifth and sixth graders with Jared Blake from 
the Voice and Bikers against Bullies. Ms. Anne Marie Sharma, 
school counselor, along with our Campus Climate  assistants 
have been building up our school climate  and culture  by 
outreach by focusing on a variety of groups in working with 
students providing game activities during lunch.

 -Rebecca Davis, Principal

Westside Academy
 
Westside Academy students face a busy month of extra-
curricular events. Students are looking forward to the 
Winter Ball, the basketball tournament, and the beginning 
of soccer! In math, students are studying slopes and graphs 
and the volume of 3D shapes. In writing, we continue with 
our color-coded five paragraph essays.

-Deborah Rutkowski-Hines, Principal 
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Westside Academy
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(661) 206-3711

WAVE Foundation
Amazon 
users don’t 
forget to log 

in through 
www.smile.amazon.com to 
support our schools.  Type in 
“West Antelope Valley 
Educational Foundation” as 
your charitable organization 
and 0.5% of your eligible 
Amazon purchases will go to 
WAVE. Thank you for 
supporting our schools. Happy 
shopping!

Box Tops     

WUSD is always collecting 
box tops for education. Stop by 
your local WUSD school to 
drop off your collection of box 
tops. 

WUSD Mobile App
Download the Westside 

Union School District mobile 
application for free. Get access 
to district news, schools 
directory, view upcoming 

events, lunch 
menus and more. 
Search for 
"Westside Union 
School District" in 
the App Store or 
Google Play.

70th Anniversary Dinner
Save the date 
for Thursday, 
May 4th for 

our 70th Anniversary Dinner. 
This milestone event is being 
organized by our WAVE 
Foundation. More details will 
become available soon. 

Spring Break
All WUSD schools will be 

closed for spring break starting 
Monday, March 20th through 
Friday, March 31st. We hope 
you enjoy your break with fun 
learning activities. 

Westside Announcements
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