
Serving nearly 9,000 students spread across 346 square miles, Westside Union School District 
prides itself on being “the district of choice” with more choice-based programs than any other 
district in the Antelope Valley. With the opening of the Gregg Anderson Academy, there are now 
12 schools in the district providing world-class education to students from kindergarten to 8th 
grade.  Continuing a tradition of high academic achievement, Westside Union School District was 
the only district in the Antelope Valley to see all of its schools exceed the coveted 800 score on 
the Academic Performance Index administered by the California Department of Education.
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Joe Walker Middle School competes in Robotics World Championship
In less than six months, the Vex Robotics 

team at Joe Walker Middle School has gone 
from upstart rookie to nationally ranked 
challenger.  The 10-member team tested their 
mettle at the Vex Robotics Middle School 
World Championship competition, held April 
18 to April 21 in Anaheim.  Their hard work 
resulted in finishing just outside the top 50 of 
this international competition. For a first time 
entrant that is quite a feat.

The competition brought together 151 
teams from all over the United States and 
eight other countries, including Bahrain, 
China, Hong Kong, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Puerto Rico, Singapore and the United 
Kingdom.

“The Vex Robotics team is the first of its 
kind in the Antelope Valley,” said Westside 
Union School District Superintendent Regina 
Rossall.! “The program demonstrates our 
commitment to providing excellence in 

everything we do and our resolve to meeting 
the unique needs of our regional economy in 
the future.”  

In February, the Joe Walker Vex 
Robotics team placed 15th in their division at 
the middle/senior high school competition. 
The Joe Walker team also received the 
Energy Award for effective teamwork and 
spirit at the competition.! After this event, the 
team was put on a wait list for the World 
Championship and eventually received a 
personal invitation from Jason Morrella, 
President of The Robotics Education and 
Competition Foundation, based on their 
impressive showing.

Beyond providing an opportunity to 
compete for fun and awards, the Vex 
Robotics program also provides lifelong 
lessons for the students.

“I absolutely love this program. It’s a lot 
of hands-on experience,” said team captain 

Justin Sowa, an eighth grader at Joe Walker.! 
“I want to be an engineer when I grow up 
and this program is helping me get there.”

Vex Robotics is an extracurricular 
program that students attend after school or 
during lunch hours.! The team is working to 
raise money for more robot-building kits and 
hopes to have Vex Robotics offered as an 
actual elective class next year.

Emphasis on math, science and 
engineering are core components of the 
curriculum at Joe Walker Middle School.! 
Students who attend Joe Walker are given 
opportunities to participate in diverse 
programs like VEX Robotics.

To make a donation to aid the!Vex 
Robotics team in purchasing more robot kits, 
make a check payable to Joe Walker ASB 
with “Vex Robotics” in the memo line and 
mail to 5632 West Avenue L-8, Lancaster, CA 
93536.

JOE WALKER MIDDLE SCHOOL:
Vex Robotics Team works to perfect their 
robot before taking it to the World 
Championship competition. 
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FACEBOOK
Westside is now on 
Facebook!  Like the page 
for easy access to 
calendars, menus, photos 
and frequent updates.  

Visit 
www.facebook.com/
westsideschools or scan 
the QR code below on 
your smart phone.

Rancho Vista Elementary Gets 
30 New Computers, Thanks to 
PTA
! Rancho Vista Elementary held a ribbon 
cutting to mark the grand opening of the school’s 
computer lab, which now features 30 new 
desktop computers. "The computers were a gift 
from the Parent Teacher Association (PTA).
! “They’ve been doing fundraising for 
several years and they amassed enough money 
to purchase all of these computers and 
completely update our lab,” said Principal Tom 
Morreale.
# Morreale said the computers that were in 
the lab before were nearly 10 years old and 
severely outdated. As a result, students were not 
able to access academic programs and websites 
needed for the curriculum on the ancient 
computers, Morreale said.
# The computers were a generous gift from 
the PTA.
! “These new computers all have Internet 
access, they’re fast, they’re touch screen, they’re 
all wireless and the students can access a lot more 
websites and programs that can supplement and 
support our curriculum here at school,” Morreale 
said.
# He said every student at Rancho Vista 
Elementary will have access to the new computers 
at least once a week for at least 45 minutes of 
scheduled time.
! “They come in, the teachers have activities 
for the students ready to go and there’s an 
instructional aid in here to offer assistance to the 
students,” Morreale said.
! “Most everything they do on here is 
Internet based and they’re going to be doing 
programs that supplement and support the 
academic program here at Rancho Vista,” 
Morreale continued. “Everything we do here at 
school is to support their academic program and 
we want their time in here to be as beneficial as 
possible to help them score better and achieve 
their academic potential.”

RANCHO VISTA ELEMENTARY: 
Students enjoy their new Hot Rod 
computers at grand opening.

Contact Westside 

41914 N. 50th Street West
Quartz Hill, CA 93536-2963

(661) 722-0716
www.westside.k12.ca.us
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COMING SOON!

Gregg Anderson 

School

Westside Union School District holds Gregg Anderson Lottery
Applications are in for the groundbreaking new Gregg Anderson School.  With more than 

900 applications and only 733 seats available, Westside Union School District held a lottery in 
February for the random selection of students.  Parents and students gathered at Hillview Middle 
School to eagerly watch the projector for their name to appear.  

Gregg Anderson School will open in the fall of 2012 providing specialized curriculum in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM). As Gregg Anderson School is a “school of 
choice,” all students in the district were eligible to apply for an intra-district transfer, regardless of 
where they live. 

Westside utilized a computer database to sort applicants by their current school, randomize 
them and select names accordingly.  Preference was given to the siblings of accepted students in 
an effort to keep families in the same school. 

“This groundbreaking new school will give its students a tremendous focus on Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math,” stated Westside Union School District Superintendent 
Regina Rossall.  “Westside continues to provide unique opportunities that cannot be matched.  
It’s a great program with many students eager to attend.  We love our students and wish we 
could accept every one of them.”

Many excited students and parents left the multi-purpose room with smiles on their faces.  
“I’m excited for the opportunities my daughter will have in technology,” said Tammy Ross, 
mother of a soon to be 5th grader at Gregg Anderson School.

! Cecilia Bancalari is enthusiastic about this opportunity for her 2nd grade daughter.  “I’m 
very excited,” she said.  “The technology they have available is fantastic.  I’m thrilled for her to 
be more focused on math.”

Amaia, Cecilia’s daughter, is eager to begin her 2nd grade studies at Gregg Anderson. 
“I’m excited for the technology!”  she said, jumping up and down in excitement at having been 
selected. “The playground looks really fun, too!”

Gregg Anderson School will have an initial student population of 800, including mainstream 
students and those with severe special needs.  Early this fall, the District appointed Shelly 
Dearinger, former principal of Sundown Elementary, as principal of Gregg Anderson School. The 
school is located at the corner of Rancho Vista Blvd and Avenue N-8.

HILLVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL: 
Parents and students watch and wait 
for their names to appear on the 
screen, signaling they have been 
accepted to Gregg Anderson.



Hillview Middle School announces new 6th Grade Honors Academy
# Antelope Valley parents desiring to provide their advanced 6th 
graders with the highest level of academic rigor now have an option at 
Hillview Middle School.  Early this week, the Westside Union School 
District Board of Trustees voted to create the Hillview 6th Grade 
Honors Academy.  This new program will add 6th grade honor students 
to the school, which is currently comprised of 7th and 8th grade 
students. This innovative new program is the latest effort by Westside 
Union School District to expand parental choice in the education of 
their children.
# The honors academy will open its doors in the fall, bringing not 
only a new grade level to Hillview, but also new opportunities for the 
students to participate in innovative Project Lead the Way, Mathletes 
and AVID. Eligibility for the academy requires at least a 3.0 GPA 
during 5th grade and Proficient or Advanced on 4th grade STAR, 
English Language Arts and Math Test.  All 5th graders in the Antelope 
Valley that meet the standards are eligible for the academy, regardless 
of where they live. 

! “Westside continues to break the mold of public education with 
top notch programs such as this,” says Regina Rossall, Superintendent 
of Westside Union School District.  “For 6th graders in the Antelope 
Valley, Hillview Honors Academy will offer an unmatched 
environment.”
# Honors Academy classes will include Language, Math, History, 
Science/Science Lab, PE and Exploratory Class.  Additionally, these 
honors students will have access to all middle school extra curricular 
activities including sports teams, drama and other clubs--something that 
no elementary school can provide.
! “The HIllview 6th Grade Honors Academy will offer academic 
challenges with accelerated expectations to prepare students for the 
challenges they will face in the future,” says Rob Garza, principal of 
Hillview Middle School.  “Acceptance requires commitment from 
parents and students alike to push themselves beyond what is normally 
expected.   If you believe in your child and can commit to success, this 
is the program for you.”

Anaverde
May Math Mania Family Night was held at 
the school on May 22 at 6pm.  This event 
included math games and activities for the 
entire family to enjoy.  When their parents 
can come and get excited about math, the 
students get excited, too.  Check Facebook 
for photos.

Cottonwood
On April 24, Cottonwood’s “Scholar 
Ambassadors” has the opportunity to hear 
from Mr. John Curiel of the WUSD Board of 
Trustees and LA County Prison Warden, 
Leland McEwan as motivation speakers 
encouraging them to excel in upcoming STAR 
tests.

Del Sur
A middle school “Parent University” was held 
at Del Sur for the next year’s incoming 7th 
and 8th grade students.  Mrs. McCutcheon 
and Mr. Albrecht led presentations laying 
out expectations for their students to help 
them prepare for high school and help them 
succeed.

Esperanza
The month of May was very exciting for 
Esperanza Elementary with Open House 
events for parents of K-3 grade students.  The 
5th grade hosted a family math night while 
6th graders hosted a family night in history 
and social studies.  Fun for the whole family 
gets students excited about their studies!

Gregg Anderson
The Gregg Anderson Academy is now 
accepting applications for inter-district 
transfer.  Parents outside Westside can 
contact the District office for more 
information.  To support the school 
financially, visit Westside on Facebook and 
print a Permanent Pavers donation sheet. 

Hillview
Hillview Middle School’s Drama Club 
delighted the Antelope Valley with four 
performances of “A Self-Fulfilling Murder” a 
murder mystery they worked hard to put on.  
Check out the Westside Facebook page for 
photos of the performance!

Joe Walker
The STEALTH Academy is now accepting 
applications for inter-district transfer of 6th, 
7th and 8th grade students.  The STEALTH 
Academy offers innovative programs and 
unique Pre-AP and college prep 
opportunities.  Parents outside Westside can 
contact the school office for application 
information.  

Leona Valley
The annual PTO Jog-a-thon fundraiser was 
held on April 19 at Leona Valley School. All 
students from kindergarten through 8th 
grade participated to raise money for the 
Parent Teacher Organization.  The funds 
raised helps to support needs in the 
classroom, assemblies, and additional 
supplies.

Rancho Vista
Rancho Vista students prepared for STAR 
testing by participating in the 5th Annual 
Gladiator Games on April 27.  The relay 
games include Language Arts and Math 
Standards to prepare the students to succeed 
in the state tests. 

Quartz Hill
With the help of teachers, parents and a 
mini-grant of $500, Quartz Hill students were 
able to hold a “Garden Party” in April to 
add two new gardens and update the 
irrigation system.

Sundown
Sundown held a pep rally in April in 
preparation for STAR testing.  The rally was 
designed to get the kids excited for STAR 
testing and encourage them to try their best!  
Photos can be seen on the Westside 
Facebook page.  

Valley View
The annual Valley View Carnival was held on 
May 11.  This culminating event of the school 
year consisted of games, food and a basket 
raffle.  The students had a great time and 
photos can be seen on the Westside 
Facebook Page.

Westside Round-Up


