
Serving nearly 9,000 students spread across 346 square miles, Westside Union School District 
prides itself on being “the district of choice” with more choice-based programs than any other 
district in the Antelope Valley. With the opening of the Gregg Anderson Academy, there are now 
12 schools in the district providing world-class education to students from kindergarten to 8th 
grade.  Continuing a tradition of high academic achievement, Westside Union School District was 
the only district in the Antelope Valley to see all of its schools exceed the coveted 800 score on 
the Academic Performance Index administered by the California Department of Education.
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As part of Westside Union School 

District’s anti-bullying week, Sundown 
Elementary held a Not in Our School rally on 
November 16.  This assembly was the 
culminating event of their participation in a 
District-wide, anti-bullying effort November 
12-16.  Each class created a paper chain using 
strips of paper with kind words written on 
them.  The entire school gathered in the early 
morning to connect the chains and create one 
“Chain of Kindness” to be displayed at the 
school.  This exercise served to demonstrate 
that a little kindness can go a long way.

Westside’s Not in Our School program 
required each school to recruit Student 
Ambassadors who would spearhead the anti-
bullying effort.  Sundown’s 25 Student 
Ambassadors were nominated by teachers for 
their strong leadership skills and positive 
influence over their peers.  The Student 
Ambassadors have been meeting on a regular 
basis this year to design effective programs 

and practices that would encourage kindness 
and prevent bullying on campus.   

“It’s important to the Westside Union 
School District,” said principal James Norris of 
Sundown Elementary School, “that we not 
only provide academically, but also that we 
produce decent human beings who care about 
others.  Bullying will not be tolerated at 
Westside; not by the Board of Trustees, the 
superintendent or the students.  This Not in 
Our School week of activities helped the kids 
understand the importance of being kind and 
helping others feel included.”

The Not in Our School week had a very 
personal meaning for Liannah, a 5th grade 
Student Ambassador.  “I was bullied when I 
first got my braces on,” she said with tears 
welling up in her eyes.  “I’m almost into tears 
because bullying is such a big deal. If you 
ever get bullied, it’s sad and it makes you feel 
bad.” 

Sundown Elementary’s Student 
Ambassadors spent the week contributing to 

the anti-bullying effort by creating posters with 
positive messages, representing Sundown at 
the Lancaster City Council meeting where the 
Not in Our Town proclamation was read and 
going into classrooms to read friendship 
stories to the younger grades.  One of the 
bigger Student Ambassador projects this year 
is a video about how to be an “upstander” 
and help everyone feel included.  This video 
will be shared in classrooms after the 
Thanksgiving Break.  

“Westside began this anti-bullying 
program in 2010 when statistics showed that 
only 62% of students felt safe at their school 
campus,” said Superintendent Regina Rossall.  
“After the Not in Our School program that 
year, follow-up evaluations concluded that 
92% of students felt safe at school.  
Obviously, this effort is very important to 
Westside and to our students.  We are 
committed to making sure we provide an 
environment in which students always feel 
safe.”

SUNDOWN ELEMENTARY
Sundown Elementary School students 
link their Chain of Kindness to show that 
a little kindness goes a long way
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Get Social!
You can now follow 
Westside on Pinterest 
and Facebook for easy 
access to lunch menus, 
activities, news articles, 
photos from the schools, 
educational resources 
and ideas.

Visit www.pinterest.com/
westsideschools

www.facebook.com/
westsideschools 

Valley View Students Meet The 
Science Lady for Assembly
! Valley View students had a special visit 
in November from Vicki White, The Science 
Lady.  Vicki spent the day with students 
conducting science experiments to help them 
learn more about sound, chemical reactions 
and electricity.
! Student volunteers helped The Science 
Lady conduct sound experiments at a morning 
assembly.  Students watched how sound moves 
through the air using tuning forks.
" During The Science Lady’s visit with 
Kindergarten and 1st grade students, she 
helped them see how electricity is generated.  
Students learned that human bodies are 
conductors of electricity by holding hands and 
watching their light-up shoes turn on at the touch 
of a light bulb.
" “It’s great to see the students’ faces light 
up when they learn and understand a new 
concept,” says principal Scott Brewer of Valley 
View.  “Science is exciting to them, and we hold 
assemblies like this to cultivate that excitement 
for learning.”
! Valley View students learned how to 
create solids using gases and liquids.  The 
Science Lady allowed student volunteers to help 
her create styrofoam right before their eyes.  
" “Hands-on experiments like this allow the 
students to understand and retain what they are 
learning,” says Westside Superintendent Regina 
Rossall.  “At Westside, we draw on the strength 
of partnerships with local community members 
like The Science Lady who are dedicated to 
building the next generation of scientists in the 
Antelope Valley.”

VALLEY VIEW ELEMENTARY: 
The Science Lady teaches 

Kindergarten and 1st grade 
students about electricity

Check out the Westside 
News at 9!

Our Westside students will now get 
behind the news desk every month to 
bring you the Westside News at 9!  

Visit the Westside Youtube Channel at 
www.youtube.com/mywestsideschools 

to check out all the videos.
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Not in Our Town!
Westside students attended a 

November City Council meeting to 
show the mayor and council their 

commitment to join together in anti-
bullying efforts.

Hillview Middle School had the privilege of welcoming the Palmdale Sheriff’s Department to 
their Red Ribbon Week assembly on October 24. The Sheriff’s deputies spoke to the students 
about the consequences of illegal substance abuse.  The officers used mock trials and arrests to 
show students how drugs and alcohol can ruin their lives.  This assembly is a component of 
Westside Union School District’s participation in the nationwide Red Ribbon Week, observed 
every October to raise awareness and promote drug-free communities.

Westside schools participated in weeklong activities to help them better understand the 
consequences of drug and alcohol abuse.  Red Ribbon Week activities include assemblies, 
sporting events and themed days such as “Get High on Sports, Not on Drugs” and “Soar in 
School, not in Drugs,” during which all the students wear red to school.

“I’ve learned not to hang out with people who drink or do drugs,” Alanna Rubio said of 
Red Ribbon Week.  The Hillview 8th grader went on to say,  “It can ruin your life.”

At Hillview’s assembly, the Palmdale Sheriff’s deputies replicated an arrest for illegal drug 
abuse.  Students played the role of drug and alcohol users while the officers arrested them and 
took them to “court” to face their charges.  A mock trial took place with a deputy playing the 
role of judge.  The students stood before the judge for “sentencing” to help them better 
understand the consequences that result from illegal substance abuse.

“I hope that they never do drugs or drink or even spend time around people who do,” 8th 
grade student Taylor Stephenson said of his friends.  “It will ruin your reputation.”

“I hope these kids leave here today with a better understanding of the consequences they 
face,” said Rob Garza, principal of HIllview Middle School.  “This isn’t just about getting caught, 
it’s about putting their lives at risk.  It’s important they take a look at the friends they hang out 
with and decide if these are really the people who will help them make good choices.”

The officers taught students the physical and legal repercussions of substance abuse.  A 
special emphasis was placed on the abuse of prescription drugs, which many kids do not view as 
dangerous, according to the Sheriff’s deputies. Prescription drugs can become an even bigger 
problem than illegal drugs on school campuses because they can be difficult to detect.

“At Westside, one of our first priorities is to provide a safe environment for our students,” 
says Regina Rossall, Superintendent of Westside Union School District.  “Middle school is a 
critical age. We want to help students make the best decisions possible by helping them 
understand the consequences of their actions.  That is how we will continue providing the safest 
environment possible for our students.”

Contact Westside

HILLVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL: 
Students spent a week learning the 

dangers of drug abuse and the 
consequences of illegal activities

41914 N. 50th Street West
Quartz Hill, CA 93536

(661) 722-0716                   www.westside.k12.ca.us

Hillview Middle School Celebrate Red Ribbon 
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A Message from the Superintendent
! In a few more weeks, we will begin our 3-week winter 
recess.  Schools will be closed beginning December 24th and 
classes will resume on January 14th.   We hope you will enjoy 
some family time during the vacation, and you will have a very 
happy holiday season.  We thank you for entrusting the 
education of your children to our school district, and appreciate 
your continued support.
! We are thankful for the support of our community in the 
passage of Measure WR.  This will allow us to continue to 
improve our facilities for our students, including modernization 
projects at several of our older schools, and improvements to 
the technology access for many of our schools.  
! As we end the first semester of this school year in a few 
weeks, we want to thank you for supporting the academic 
achievement of your children.  Grades continue to be available 
on PowerSchool for your regular review, and semester grades 
will be posted by December 21st.  Students will also receive a 

copy of their report cards so that you are aware of their 
progress this year.  
" Please be sure to check the schedules for upcoming 
holiday related events at your children’s schools.  Many of our 
school staffs and PTA/PTSA/PTO’s have planned holiday 
programs or special events that will undoubtedly be of interest 
to you.  These events are always memorable.
! The Board will be reviewing its Facilities Plan on 
December 18th at the regularly scheduled meeting, held at 
Hillview Middle School.   As always, the meeting is open to the 
public, and your attendance is encouraged.
! I am hopeful that you will enjoy the upcoming vacation, 
have time to spend with family and friends, and your children 
will return in January refreshed and ready for an exceptional 
second semester.  Thank you for allowing us to work with your 
children, and for your continual support of our Westside Union 
School District schools and programs. Happy Holidays!

Anaverde
Anaverde Hills Elementary students have 
been working hard to raise money for 
wreaths to be placed on the graves of 
Veterans at the Lancaster Cemetary.  The 
ceremony will be held on Saturday, 
December 15 at 9:00am.  Westside is so 
proud of Anaverde students!

Cottonwood
The Cottonwood PTA Winter Wonderland 
event will be held at the school on Friday, 
December 14 from 6:00-7:30pm.  Crafts, 
raffle prizes, photos and a visit from Santa 
are on the agenda.  All parents, siblings and 
other family members are invited to join 
Cottonwood students in celebrating this fun 
time of the year!

Del Sur
On December 7, Del Sur will recognize 3rd 
through 6th grade students who scored 
proficient or advanced in both Language 
Arts and Math on last year’s California State 
Tests.  This group of students is known as Del 
Sur’s 350 Club.  Congratulations to these 
hard-working students for their 
accomplishments!

Esperanza
The Esperanza PTA will be holding a Holiday 
Boutique from December 3 through 14.  This 
is an opportunity for students to pick out gifts 
for their family members while they are at 
school.  The holidays can be a difficult time 
for young students who want to surprise their 
family with gifts, but don’t know how to do it 
on their own.  Now they can get their gifts at 
school for the whole family!

Gregg Anderson
Each month, Gregg Anderson Academy 
holds two STEM Fridays.  STEM strategies 
are incorporated into daily lessons and 
activities.  Students get hands-on experience 
with activities that reinforce science, 
technology, engineering and math.  These 
special STEM Fridays include science 
experiments, virtual lessons and guest 
speakers. 

Hillview
The Hillview Drama Club will be performing 
“Mistaken Identity” in the school cafeteria on 
December 5 & 7 from 2:15-3:30pm and 
again December 12 & 14 from 7:00-8:30pm.  
Parents, siblings and friends are invited to 
attend and see this exciting show come 
together after all the hard work and 
dedication the Drama Club has put into it.

Joe Walker
Joe Walker STEALTH Academy is grateful to 
the high school mentors from Quartz Hill 
High School who have given their time this 
semester to mentor Joe Walker students.  
Their selflessness and dedication has 
benefited Joe Walker students in many ways 
and Westside is grateful for the guidance 
they provided our students. 

Leona Valley
Leona Valley K-8 School will hold a Book 
Fair on campus December 10 through 14.  
This is a great opportunity for students and 
parents to expand their reading library and 
find some new and interesting things to read 
over the Holiday Break.  Parents are 
encouraged to visit the school during this 
time and pick out books with their students.

Rancho Vista
Rancho Vista Elementary students recently 
held a ten day fundraiser they called 
“Nickels for New Jersey.” Each student was 
tasked with collecting loose change from 
family members, friends and neighbors. In 
late November, the Rancho Vista Student 
Council presented the American Red Cross 
with $1,400 they raised in loose change for 
the victims of Hurricane Sandy.

Quartz Hill
The Quartz Hill PTA is sponsoring a 
Reflections program.  This is an opportunity 
for students to submit artwork, photography, 
music, dance routines, etc. for consideration.  
Winners go to the next level of competition 
and have an opportunity to foster their skills.

Sundown
The annual Sundown Pajama Party will be 
held on December 20 at 5:00pm.  This is the 
night for parents to go out and get some 
Christmas shopping done while the teacher 
of your choice watches the students.  The 
cost is $20 per student.

Valley View
The focus of Valley View continues to be 
student achievement and success.  As such, 
this school will continue its FIT Intervention/
Enrichment program which will focus on 
helping students achieve their full learning 
potential. 

Westside Round-Up


