
Serving nearly 9,000 students spread across 346 square miles, Westside Union School District 
prides itself on being “the district of choice” with more choice-based programs than any other 
district in the Antelope Valley. With the opening of the Gregg Anderson Academy, there are now 
12 schools in the district providing world-class education to students from kindergarten to 8th 
grade.  Continuing a tradition of high academic achievement, Westside Union School District was 
the only district in the Antelope Valley to see all of its schools exceed the coveted 800 score on 
the Academic Performance Index administered by the California Department of Education.
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Lockheed engineer Niles Nilo visited 

Cottonwood Elementary School to speak to 
the school’s Scholar Ambassadors about 
future careers and the importance of 
education.  The Scholar Ambassador 
program is designed to provide students at 
the elementary school level with 
opportunities to prepare for future successes 
and learn about career options.  Nilo is the 
father of a former Cottonwood student and 
relished the opportunity to speak to the 
current students about their theme “Be a 
shining STAR, reaching above and beyond!”  
STAR represents Scholars Taking Academic 
Responsibility.   

Nilo encouraged Cottonwood students 
to take their theme and their Scholar 
Ambassador program seriously by getting 
all they can out of the learning 
opportunities. “Your ambassador program is 
teaching you how to be a good leader,” 

Nilo remarked to the students.  “That will 
help you in the future if you keep working 
hard.”

Nilo gave Scholars a PowerPoint 
presentation, illustrating the many career 
opportunities available in the fields of 
aerospace and engineering.  He also 
outlined programs that will be available to 
the students when they reach middle school 
and high school such as VEX robotics and 
Super Science Saturday events. 

During the question and answer period 
of the event, students asked what inspired 
Nilo to become an engineer.  “I loved Star 
Wars,” he said, receiving giggles and 
cheers from his young audience. “I loved 
legos, I loved airplanes and I loved taking 
things apart.  If there is something you love, 
you can find a way to make it into your 
career.”
! ! !

! Principal Paula Sour was proud of her 
Scholar Ambassadors for taking such an 
interest in preparing for future careers.  
“We are planting seeds to help them start 
thinking about the future,” she said.  
“Elementary school is the time to help them 
understand the importance of all aspects of 
education.  We want them to explore 
opportunities, decide what they love and 
work hard to reach above and beyond.”  

“At Westside, we continue to cultivate 
relationships with organizations like 
Lockheed Martin in order to prepare our 
students for the challenges of the future,” 
says Regina Rossall, superintendent of 
Westside Union School District.  “The 
economy of the Antelope Valley is unique 
and Westide’s STEM program is preparing 
the next generation to lead us into the future 
of science, technology, engineering and 
math.” 

COTTONWOOD ELEMENTARY
Scholar Ambassadors at Cottonwood 
visit with Lockheed Martin Engineer
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Get Social!
Get social with Westside!    

We are now on 
Instagram, too!

@WestsideSchools

www.pinterest.com/
westsideschools

www.facebook.com/
westsideschools 

www.youtube.com/
MyWestsideSchools 

In December, the West Antelope Valley 
Education (WAVE) Foundation awarded 
grants to three Westside schools for the 
Anaheim Forum Music Festival on May 10, 
2013.

Grants of $1,000 were given to both 
Hillview Middle School and Del Sur K-8 
School to allow 50 students from each 
school to participate in the festival. "A grant 
of more than $1,500 was awarded to Joe 
Walker STEALTH Academy to allow 111 
students to participate in event.

WAVE is a 501(c)3 organization 
dedicated to raising money for Westside 
schools for the funding of special programs 
in music, science, arts and many other areas 
of study. "The grants from the WAVE 
Foundation will help provide transportation 
for students to the music festival in Anaheim.

The Forum Music Festival is a series of 
competitions in various musical categories. "
Events are held throughout the year in 
several California cities, and hundreds of 
schools participate.

“It seems fitting that these grants were 
awarded during the holiday season,” said 

Superintendent Regina Rossall. "“I can’t 
think of a better present for our students 
than the gift of music and we wish them 
good luck as they prepare in the coming 
months to compete at this festival.”

“This is a wonderful thing for our kids,” 
said Board of Trustees member and active 
WAVE participant Gwen Farrell. "“There is 
nothing like music and we are so grateful 
that the WAVE Foundation can provide this 
opportunity for our students.”

Westside Union School District provides 
a strong emphasis on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) and 
participation in the Anaheim Forum Music 
Festival allows the District to expand that 
curriculum to a more concentrated focus on 
music and arts.

“At Westside, we continue to strive for 
excellence in everything we do for our 
students,” Rossall said. "“We want to build 
well-rounded students with skills in both the 
arts and sciences. "Our participation in this 
competition is yet another reason why we 
are the district of choice for students in the 
Antelope Valley.”

WAVE Gives Students the Gift of Music

41914 N. 50th Street West
Quartz Hill, CA 93536

(661) 722-0716                   www.westside.k12.ca.us
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Joe Walker 

Underwater Robotics 

in the Media

    Underwater robotics will make its Antelope Valley debut this year at Joe Walker 
STEALTH Academy.  With the help of a grant from the United States Navy, Joe Walker’s 
VEX Robotics class will begin the study of this innovative technology through SeaPerch.  
This program allows students and teachers to build a Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) 
from a kit with user-friendly parts, tools and clear instructions.  The grant provided Joe 
Walker’s VEX Robotics class with ten robot kits from SeaPerch, which will allow three 
students per kit.  

     VEX Robotics has long been at the core of Joe Walker curriculum which focuses 
on science, technology, engineering and learning through humanities (STEALTH).  This 
partnership with the SeaPerch underwater robotics program will provide students an 
opportunity to flourish in one of the nation’s leading engineering industries. 

     Joe Walker student Jaqueline Escobar, a graduate of the summer 2012 Navy 
Sea Cadet program, first introduced her fellow students and teachers to the idea of 
applying for the grant and bringing underwater robotics to her school.  “I thought it 
would be a really fun thing for our school to do,” said Jaqueline, who is still considering 
a career in engineering.  

     As part of the Navy Sea Cadet program this summer at Camp Pendleton, 
Jacqueline participated in an underwater robotics competition.  Jaqueline completed the 
VEX Robotics course last year as a 7th grader, but because of her knowledge on the 
subject of underwater robotics, Mr. Anderson has asked her to attend the class as a 
teacher’s assistant.

     “It’s pretty special that this class gets to be the very first in the Antelope Valley to 
do this,” said Matt Anderson, VEX Robotics teacher at Joe Walker. “This class is 
dedicated to acting responsibly with this privilege and learning everything we can from 
this program.”

     Mr. Anderson says the class will first learn soldering and watch some of the 
video tutorials the SeaPerch program provides to ensure they carry out this project in a 
safe and responsible manner. After several weeks of learning and building, they will be 
able to take their robots underwater at a local community pool.  

    “This program reinforces the fact that Westside is on the cutting-edge of 
technology in order to prepare our students for the challenges of the future in this 
region,” says Westside Union School District Superintendent Regina Rossall.  “We are 
very proud of our students at Joe Walker for receiving this grant and accomplishing that 
goal.  We are grateful to the United States Navy for providing our students with this 
opportunity.  It’s an honor.”

Joe Walker Leads Antelope Valley in Underwater Robotics

JOE WALKER STEALTH ACADEMY
Robotics students learn how to cut PVC 
pipe to assemble their underwater robots



A Message from the Superintendent

Anaverde
The annual Father Daughter Dance was a 
great success at Anaverde Hills!  This year’s 
dance was held at the school on Friday, 
February 8.  This was a great family event 
for fathers and daughters to enjoy quality 
time together with great fun and food!  
Thanks to all those who participated!

Cottonwood
Love is in the air for Cottonwood families.  
The Cottonwood PTA Sweetheart’s Dance 
will be held at the school on Friday, 
February 22 at 6:00pm.  This is a father/
daughter and mother/son event that provides 
fun for the whole family.  

Del Sur
The Del Sur Winter Formal Dance was held 
on campus Friday, February 8.  This dance 
was open to all 7th and 8th graders to have 
fun dancing with friends and enjoy delicious 
refreshments.  Thanks to all those who 
participated and helped make this a great 
event for Del Sur students.

Esperanza
In early March, classes at Esperanza will be 
focusing on reading to recognize and 
celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday.  “Read Across 
America” day also coincides with this and 
various community members and parents are 
invited to read to different classes.  Check 
Facebook for more information as the month 
of March approaches.  

Gregg Anderson
Gregg Anderson Academy began Fine Arts 
Fridays in the month of January.  This is held 
one Friday each month for the 4th grade 
students.  For these special fine arts study 
days, curriculum includes: drawing, French, 
graphic arts and water colors.  Check 
Facebook periodically for photos of 4th 
graders participating in Fine Arts Fridays!

Hillview
Hillview Middle School is preparing for their 
Parent Information Night on April 17 at 
6:00pm.  This meeting will provide 
information about the 6th grade honors 
classes, application process, eligibility and 
extra-curricular activities.  Parents of 
interested Westside students are welcome to 
attend and learn more. 

Joe Walker
Joe Walker STEALTH Academy Community 
Open House will be held at the school on 
March 14 at 5:00pm.  This open house is a 
showcase of the programs provided at Joe 
Walker.  Students will attend and participate 
in performances including band, drama, 
cheer, VEX Robotics and much more.  The 
entire community is invited to attend. 

Leona Valley
On March 8, Leona Valley 7th and 8th 
grade students will take a field trip to the 
Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles where 
they will learn more about the Holocaust.  
Leona Valley students are grateful to the 
Lancaster West Rotary Club for the funding 
of this exciting, educational trip.  

Rancho Vista
Rancho Vista Elementary has continued 
implementation of the Nancy Fetzer Writing 
Program at the school. This program offers a 
continuum of study for Rancho Vista students 
in the area of writing as they progress from K 
- 6.  The mission of Rancho Vista and this 
program is to help students become 
successful writers. 

Quartz Hill
The Quartz Hill PTA is sponsoring a 
Reflections program.  This is an opportunity 
for students to submit artwork, photography, 
music, dance routines, etc. for consideration.  
Winners go to the next level of competition 
and have an opportunity to foster their skills.

Sundown
Sundown’s Dancing Feet have been 
practicing hard for the Dancing Feet Flapjack 
Breakfast fundraisers held on February 2 and 
February 9.  A photo of Sundown students in 
rehearsal was featured in the AV Press on 
January 31.  Great work, Sundown students!

Valley View
The focus of Valley View continues to be 
student achievement and success.  As such, 
this school will continue its FIT Intervention/
Enrichment program which will focus on 
helping students achieve their full learning 
potential. 

Westside Round-Up

# Welcome back to school and to 2013!  I hope you and 
your family had a restful and wonderful few weeks of 
vacation, and have returned refreshed and ready to start the 
new year.
# As you are aware, just before break we worked with 
your children on preparation for unforeseen events that might 
occur on one of our sites.  I hope you had some time to 
discuss those drills with your children, and we appreciate 
your assistance in helping them to understand the seriousness 
of preparation.  Our school and district staffs have worked to 
make our schools as safe as possible for all of our students, 
and just recently, all of the superintendents in the Antelope 
Valley renewed a dialog with the cities and county to ensure 
we have the most coordinated effort possible.  
! In the near future, we will be meeting with 
representatives from the Fire and Sheriff’s Departments to 
review our current plans for our school children across the 
Valley, and specifically those in our District.  In addition to 
our own work with the safety of our campuses, this will 
provide us with a more regional and coordinated view of 
taking care of students.
#

#  Building is continuing on the Anverde Hills site, and we are 
still hopeful that the campus will open in August.  The Board is 
also reviewing the options for modernization at Cottonwood 
School and other sites in the District.  
! For the 2013-14 school year, transfer applications will be 
accepted at the District Office  April 15th through May 15th. 
Kindergarten round-ups will take place in April and May.  
Registration packets for the 2013-14 school year will be available 
June 6th.  Informational programs for the 6th grade Honors 
Academy at Hillview Middle School and the STEALTH Academy 
at Joe Walker will be in March or April so please check the 
schools’ websites for specific dates.  
# Once transfers are received for all schools, including Gregg 
Anderson Academy, it will be determined whether there are 
enough seats to meet the requests made for them.  If the requests 
exceed the seats available, a lottery will be held, and if 
necessary a waiting list will be created.  That process will take 
place no later than June 1st, and parents will be notified 
thereafter about next steps in the registration process.  
# Again, welcome back, and thanks for your cooperation with 
our safety procedures for your children.


