
Serving nearly 9,000 students spread across 346 square miles, Westside Union School District 
prides itself on being “the district of choice” with more choice-based programs than any other 
district in the Antelope Valley. Westside Union School District features 12 schools, providing 
world-class education to students from kindergarten to 8th grade.  Continuing a tradition of 
high academic achievement, a majority of Westside Union School District schools exceed the 
coveted 800 score on the Academic Performance Index administered by the California 
Department of Education.
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Solar	  Savings	  Fund	  Extracurricular	  Ac4vi4es
The recent recession has hit everyone 

hard, including our schools. Combine this 
wi th the ongoing budget woes in 
Sacramento, and you have what could be 
a recipe for disaster for schools. Westside, 
however, has come up with an innovative 
solution in the face of this challenging 
situation. 

In 2012, Westside began installing 
solar arrays at a few locations around the 
district. By installing these arrays, Westside 
will earn a number of rebates from Edison, 
totaling over a million dollars. They also 
provide ongoing savings. Just how 
significant are these savings? Once 
complete, Westside’s solar arrays will 
generate enough energy to offset their 
electricity bill by at least $350,000.

These are different than the low 
efficiency solar panels you see in parking 
lots around the valley. Westside’s solar 
arrays look like big muffin tins, full of 
dimples. Each dimple gathers sunlight into 
a concentrated spot that allows for better 
energy generation. What’s more, each 
array tilts and rotates to track the sun. That 
is how they got their industry nickname: 
trackers.

Imagine what you would do with the 
extra money if you didn’t have to pay your 
electric bill any more. Many people would 
invest it in their children, which is exactly 
what Westside is doing. The money saved 
by the solar arrays is being used to pay for 
extracurricular activities, like drama, sports 
and music programs, all over the district.

Extracurricular activities are seen as 
luxuries at many other districts, and can 
end up being cut when finances get tight. 
Westside recognizes the need for these 
programs. Each one is an opportunity for 
students to explore something new and 
learn more about themselves and the world 
they live in. Being able to provide funding 
for our extracurricular programs is another 
reason that Westside is the school district of 
choice. 

Think of these wonderful programs the 
next time you are near the district office on 
M and 50th Street West, and see the solar 
arrays. They’ll be tilted up at the sun, 
absorbing its energy, quietly helping enrich 
our students’ lives by funding extra-
curricular activities.
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Get Social!
Get social with Westside!    
Find, friend, follow and 
like us to stay up to date 
on the great things going 

on!

@WestsideSchools

www.pinterest.com/
westsideschools

www.facebook.com/
westsideschools 

www.youtube.com/
MyWestsideSchools 

The wheels on the bus now go up and 
down, as they have been replaced by the 
sneakers and shoes of our students. Around 
Westside, students have been encouraged to 
get together and walk to school through the 
Walking School Bus Program.

The program aims to help our students 
stay active, while building on the strength of 
community partnerships to establish safe 
walking routes to school.

The idea is a simple one. Just as a school 
bus drives an established route, picking up 
kids along the way, the walkers follow set 
routes, picking up other walkers as they go. 
This is done with the oversight of community 
volunteers who walk with the students, 
keeping them safe along the way.

The routes were created after careful 
evaluation by Westside, the City of Palmdale,  
Ci ty of Lancaster and the Sher i f f ’ s 
Department. Routes are designed to avoid 
hazards such as traffic.

Informational meetings were held earlier 
this  year, at kick of f events for the 
participating schools. Route sheets were 

distributed at these meetings, and parents 
were encouraged to sign up as volunteers for 
the program. As volunteers, they will walk 
with the students for assigned portions of the 
route. To help parents get signed up, Dr. 
Parazo of the High Desert Medical Group is 
paying for the TB tests and fingerprinting 
required of all district volunteers.

What really makes this program 
wonderful is  that it has a number of positive 
effects on our district. First, and foremost, it 
encourages our students to get outside and 
be active. This is especially important with the 
variety of sedentary entertainment now 
available to our children.

Walking to school also helps build our 
communities. As students walk together, they 
have the opportunity to socialize outside of 
the classroom. This gives them a chance to 
meet other children who live near them. The 
program also gives parents the same 
opportunity as they work together to cover 
routes, building friendships along the way.

As you can see, this is  a great program. 
F ind out more about your school ’s 
participation by contacting your school. See 

Communities Team Up to Walk to School

41914 N. 50th Street West
Quartz Hill, CA 93536

(661) 722-0716                   www.westside.k12.ca.us

Contact Westside

Parents pick up route sheets and 

sign up to be volunteers.
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Check out 

Esperanza’s 

School Carnival

Carnival season is upon us, and a lot of 

our schools are gearing up to have a 

carnival of their own. If you want to join 

in on the fun, and fundraising, call your 

school to see what you can do.

Dear Paren t s and Communi ty 
Members,

 
As we end the first quarter of the 

year, our students have continued to make 
exceptional progress. This year our API 
scores are still the highest in the AV, with 
the highlights being Gregg Anderson 
Academy our first school to exceed 900, 
scoring 932, the top scoring school in the 
AV, Anaverde Hills being the 2nd highest 
scoring school in the AV with over 50 
points of growth, and Hillview Middle 
School being the highest scoring middle 
school in the AV.  This growth was made 
possible by the dedicated work of our 
teachers and staff, your students, and your 
continuing support!

 
Our physical performance test results 

were also just released from last year.  
Again, our students continue to show 
excel lent growth in their physical 
development, including improving their 
long-term health outlook.  Thanks to our 
physical education teachers and staff for 
helping our students improve their physical 
health as well.

 
Many of you are aware that the 

Board was able to re ins ta te our 
extracurricular programs this year. For the 
past several years, this was an area of 
budget reduction, and fortunately WAVE 
stepped in to provide the funds to keep 
our programs available for the students on 
a more limited basis. We have been very 
appreciative of this contribution.  However, 
savings from our alternative energy 
efficiency initiatives this past year have 
created the revenue ($80,000) to put 
these programs back into the school 
district’s budget.  We are hopeful that 
your children will enjoy the sports, dance, 
yearbook , d rama, c lubs , s t uden t 
government, robotics and other activities 
that are again a part of our programs.

 
This year several of our schools are 

implementing AVID from kindergarten 
through either 6th or 8th grade.  AVID 
( A d v a n c e m e n t v i a I n d i v i d u a l 
Determination) is a program that helps all 
students become college and career 
ready, and our students are embracing the 
learning that will make them more 
successful students.  Thanks to our teachers 
and staff at Anaverde Hills, Cottonwood, 
and Del Sur for implementing the K-3 part 
of the program, and welcome students 

from Esperanza and Leona Valley who are 
joining the program for the first time this year.  

 
Our walking school bus program is now 

operational at Anaverde Hills, Esperanza, 
and Sundown.  Valley View and Cottonwood 
also had walk to school events recently.  We 
are hopeful that more schools will join in the 
effort to leave cars at home and help our 
students making walking one more way to 
improve their healthy lifestyle.  Thanks to our 
PTA’s, the Cities of Lancaster and Palmdale, 
the Sheriff’s Department, and Dr. Parazo and 
his staff from High Desert Medical Center for 
making these walking to school events 
possible.

 
Thanks to the parents who have been 

able to attend our Common Core State 
Standards workshops to learn about how our 
curriculum will be changing statewide over 
the coming year. Testing under the STAR 
program has been eliminated for this school 
year, as this change is made.  Please attend 
one of our workshops to find out how this will 
change for your child.  Check upcoming 
dates on the District Facebook page or on 
our website.

 
Bullying 101 has been a workshop for 

parents at many of our sites as well.  It is 
important that all of us help our children 
understand that there is no need to bully any 
one, and our schools need to be safe for all 
who attend school.  Thanks parents, for 
supporting our efforts to put a stop to 
bullying.

 
As we enter the 2nd quarter of the 

school year, I am hopeful that your children 
will continue to improve their academic 
performance as well as continuing to develop 
their sense of being part of our community.

 
Thanks for your support of Westside 

Union School District.  Your efforts are 
always outstanding.

A Message from the Superintendent



Anaverde
Upcoming events at Anaverde Hills include 
the Hippocrates Circle field trips to Kaiser 
Permanente, October 12, and the USC 
Medical Center, October 16. Kaiser 
Permanente is working with 7th grade 
students throughout the Westside Union 
School District to introduce them to the field 
of medicine as a possible carrier choice. 

Cottonwood
Cottonwood has many great things going on 
right now! From our Girl Power group, to our 
anti-bullying meetings and upcoming family 
festival, we have a range of extracurricular 
activities available to our students, their 
families, and our community. And, of course, 
we’re looking forward to hearing about 
possible upcoming renovations!

Del Sur
Our AVID team held their first of many 
Parent University Nights where teacher 
presenters shared information to help 
students be more successful. Our active PTSA 
has already successfully held two events:  
The End of Summer Luau and the Ice Cream 
Social.  Our Dragon Pride is alive and well!

Esperanza
Esperanza would like to thank all of the 
parents, staff, students, and community 
members who volunteered at our Carnival.  
The Carnival was a great success thanks to 
everyone’s help. We hope everyone can join 
us for some fun at our next PTA Movie Night 
on 10/18.  Thanks!

Gregg Anderson
The month of October is going to be very 
busy at GAA.  We will be celebrating Red 
Ribbon Week October 21 -25. Boo Pops will 
be for sale October 21 – 29.  Our PTA 
sponsored Fall Festival is from 4-7 PM on 
October 25. Students and staf f are 
encouraged to dress in costume on October 
25.  Aviators Away!

Hillview
This year we have 3 competitive Lego 
Robotics teams and 1 learning team. Our 
teams are competing in a challenge called  
Nature's Fury. The challenge has our teams 
of students researching and creating 
innovative solutions to Avalanches and 
Tsunamis.

Joe Walker
Think middle school is too early to take the 
PSAT?  Think again!  Over 100 Joe Walker 
students are studying away in preparation 
for taking the PSAT on October 19th! These 
students will experience firsthand the kind of 
reading, mathematics, and writing skills they 
will need to succeed in high school and 
college!

Leona Valley
For Labor Day and 9-11 in September, Leona 
Valley School had a school-wide Military 
Assembly, Flag Facts & Folding Lesson for 
the 7th & 8th graders and Remembrance of 
9-11 with staff and students dressing in 
red,white & blue. Each Friday the school 
gathers around the flag pole and says The 
Pledge of Allegiance together!

Rancho Vista
The fall is bringing some beautiful change to 
the leaves and for our students. Our upper 
grade students are expanding their horizons 
with our electives program learning French, 
Art History, Tech, and Science. Our lower 
grade students are improving their reading in 
our newly developed reading lab. Great 
things are happening at RV.

Quartz Hill
Quartz Hill has a wonderful after school 
program through Discovery Learning 
Experience.  We are over halfway through 
our first session with activities such as 
basketball, science, homework help, jewelry 
making and drama.  Next session in October 
we will be adding cooking, magic, and arts 
and crafts.

Sundown
Sundown Elementary School has continued 
the Walking School Bus program each 
Thursday morning. Our PTA has already had 
one well attended Movie Night and another 
planned for October 11th. Our Fall Festival 
will be open for family fun on October 25th.

Valley View
Wednesday, October 9th was “Valley View 
Walks to School Day.”  Staff, students, and 
parents met at a location about 0.5 miles 
from the school and we all walked to school 
to acknowledge the health and community 
benefits of walking to school.

Leona Valley School is doing their part to 
bring patriotism alive in their students. They 
recognize that an important part of citizenship is 
knowing about our nation, the freedoms it offers 
us and cost of those freedoms.

The memories on the events  of September 
11th, 2001, remain vivid for many adults. 
However, many of our children were very young, 
or not yet born, on that day. This makes it 
difficult for them to understand what Patriot Day 
is all about.

This year the teachers and administration of 
Leona Valley invited members of the United 
States armed forces to come to the school on 
September 11th. These service men and women 
were able to talk to the students, and express 
their feelings towards our great nation. Some of 

the service men and women are also parents of 
our students, making the visit that much more 
special.

Taking the lesson a step further, the school 
also held a special lesson on our nation’s flag. 
Students  were taught about the proper care and 
handling of the flag, including how to fold it. 

By teaching our students the care and 
respect we afford the emblem of our nation we 
also teach them the importance of our nation 
itself.

These activities were very popular with the 
Leona Valley students, as well as with their 
parents. It is exciting to see the next generation 
of Americans develop a sense of love and 
respect for their country.

Proud of Their Patriots


