
Serving nearly 9,000 students spread across 346 square miles, Westside Union School District 
prides itself on being “the district of choice” with more choice-based programs than any other 
district in the Antelope Valley. Westside Union School District features 12 schools, providing 
world-class education to students from kindergarten to 8th grade.  Continuing a tradition of 
high academic achievement, a majority of Westside Union School District schools exceed the 
coveted 800 score on the Academic Performance Index administered by the California 
Department of Education.
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VEX	  Jets	  ba+le	  their	  bots	  at	  World	  Championship
Great things are happening at the Joe 
Walker STEALTH Academy. Among them 
is the progress of the VEX Jets competitive 
robotics team. The VEX Jets were formed 
three years ago and have carved out a 
name for themselves not only in 
competition, but also in spreading their 
love of robotics.
 
This year’s team continued a tradition set 
twice before, by securing a trip to the 
VEX World Championship for the third 
time in the team’s three year history. The 
competition, held in Anaheim, California, 
hosted teams from all over the world who 
had done well enough in their local 
competitions to qualify for the World 
Championship.
 
“The competition feels like the Olympics,” 
said the VEX Jets’ teacher and coach 

Matt Anderson. “It helps create a very 
positive association with STEM in our 
students. They get to see that STEM can 
be fun and exciting, and meet other kids 
from around the world who share their 
interests.”
 
The VEX Jets third trip to the World 
Championship is both a community and 
student accomplishment, according to 
Anderson. “We’ve had so many people 
and organizations pitch in, like the West 
Antelope Valley Education Foundation, 
Lancaster West Rotary, Mr. Woolston and 
individual parents and families.”
 
Most recently, community donations have 
allowed for the purchase of a 3D printer, 
which allows students to print objects they 
model on a computer, in plastic. Students 
have already begun using the 3D printer 

to create amazing things. It was also this 
3D printer, and the model of their robot 
that they printed with it, that helped the 
VEX Jets win the Create Award at the 
World Championship.
 
Aside from being an international 
contender, the VEX Jets have also been 
working locally to help other schools 
begin programs of their own. They have 
been working with several Westside 
elementary schools as mentors. The VEX 
Jets hosted these elementary school 
teams in a student run competition in 
May.

Through the VEX Robotics program our 
students are learning engineering, 
problem solving and also teaching, 
mentoring and how to be a good citizen 
in our community.



Board of
Trustees

John Curiel

Steve DeMarzio

Gwendolyn Farrell

Linda Jones

Joan Sodergren

Get Social!
Get social with Westside!    
Find, friend, follow and 
like us to stay up to date 
on the great things going 

on!

@WestsideSchools

www.pinterest.com/
westsideschools

www.facebook.com/
westsideschools 

www.youtube.com/
MyWestsideSchools 

The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) 
represents the most significant change in 
school financing in more than four decades, 
replacing a compliance-driven system with 
one that is student-focused and performance-
driven. Under LCFF districts receive a base 
funding amount per student that’s adjusted 
based on grade level. Additional funding is 
provided for three groups of high need 
students:
•English Learners
•Foster youth
•Students eligible for free or reduced priced 
meals

An integral component of the new funding 
formula is the Local Control Accountability 
Plan (LCAP), that must describe how a 
district plans to use state funding to support 
and improve its students’ achievement. 

The law is quite clear in the process that is to 
be used in the development of the plan. 
Meaningful engagement, with those most 
invested in a high quality educational 

experience for our students, is at the heart of 
the process.  
            
We appreciate the Westside parents, 
educators and community members who 
have engaged in the process and provided 
valuable feedback.  Staff members are using 
this input, along with a variety of qualitative 
and quantitative data, to guide the 
development of our LCAP draft. Data 
reviewed includes absence/tardy rates, 
grades, student achievement on state and 
local assessments, suspension/expulsion 
rates and participation in extracurricular 
activities. 
 
Our plan will describe our vision for 
students, establish annual goals for our 
students, including high needs students, 
outline the specific actions and activities that 
we will take to meet the goals, and tie 
funding to the actions and activities.  The 
goals included in the LCAP must address 
eight state priorities:

(continued on next page)

Understanding the Local Control Funding Formula
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1.	 Providing all students properly credentialed teachers, 
	 standards-aligned instructional materials and safe 
	 facilities
2.  Implementation of California’s academic standards
3. 	 Parent involvement
4.	 Improving student achievement
5.	 Supporting student engagement
6.	 Supporting a positive school climate
7.	 Ensuring all students have access to classes that prepare 
	 them for college and a career
8.	 Measuring other student outcomes related to required 
	 areas of study.

Our LCAP draft was presented to our District Advisory and 
District English Learner Advisory Council in early May.  These 
organizations provided helpful feedback. A formal public 
hearing on the Plan will be held at the June 10th Board 
meeting.

Parents, educators and community members will have several 
opportunities to provide input on the draft.

LCFF (continued)

LCFF Public Hearing

Please join us for our Local Control 
Funding Formula Public Hearing on 

Tuesday, June 10th. This is your 
opportunity to voice your opinion on our 

district plan and budget.

See you there!

Public Hearing
Tuesday, June 10th, 6:00 p.m.

41914 N. 50th Street West
Quartz Hill, CA 93536

We are proud of the tradition of service Westside has built 
with our community. In keeping with this tradition the 
Westside Board of Trustees and Superintendent are 
continuously committed to the responsible, efficient and 
transparent stewardship of public funds in achieving our 
mission of providing a first-rate education to the students we 
serve.
 
On November 6th, 2012, the Westside community voted to 
approve a $13.5 million bond measure that allows our district 
to update information technology, including classroom 
computers and computer labs, and to construct new facilities 
at Cottonwood Elementary School.  After recently receiving 
excellent ratings from the two major bond rating services, 
Standard and Poor’s and Moody’s, the Westside Board of 
Trustees had two options available for structuring the bond 
sale:
 
· Option 1: Fund the bond for 15 years with a higher interest 
rate and lower payments, for a total repayment of 
$20,388,306

· Option 2: Fund the bond for 11 years with a lower interest 
rate and higher initial payments, for a total repayment of 
$17,686,422

After much research, discussion, and consultations with the 
Westside administrative team and bond financing consultants 
our Board of Trustees selected Option 2, funding the bond for 
11 years at the lower interest rate.  Although this action will 
initially cost approximately $3 a year more ($30 per $100k 
instead of $27) than originally anticipated, we project the 
cost will decline quickly as principal is paid off and property 
values increase, with current estimates of $27/$100k by 
2015.  But most importantly, as shown in the figures above, 
this action will result in a savings of $2.7 million to the 
taxpayers in our community.
 
We join our parents, teachers and students in expressing our 
gratitude to our community for entrusting us with the 
community resources required to provide a top tier 21st 
century education. 
 
Thank you for making Westside the School District of Choice.

About our bond



Dear Parents and Community Members,

 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the staff of the District, I want to thank 

you for allowing us to work with you this year to educate your children.  They 

have grown in many ways throughout this school year, and we join you in 

being proud of their progress.

 

The last day of classes for the 2013-14 school year will be Wednesday, June 

4th, and both the 3rd and 4th are minimum days.  Please take time to view the 

2014-15 calendar to the left, which is also available on our webpage and on 

our Facebook page.  We will look forward to having your children return to 

school on August 7th.

 

Upcoming events include the District’s public hearing on the Local Control and 

Accountability Plan on June 10th beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the District Office.  

This is a three year plan that details the instructional goals for our students and 

how the local control funding will be utilized to meet those goals.  This plan has 

been presented to the District Advisory Council, District English Language 

Learner Advisory Committee, and to the presidents of our PTA/PTSA/PTO’s and 

School Site Councils for parental input, but the public hearing represents 

another opportunity for the Board to hear community input.  The District’s 

budget will also be presented for public hearing at this same meeting.

 

During the summer, construction will continue on the Anaverde Hills core 

building.  As you know classrooms have been occupied since August, but the 

construction of the multi-purpose building has seen many delays.  

Modernization planning at Cottonwood will also continue over the summer.  

Submission of the plans for approval by the State will take place in early fall, 

and we are hopeful that construction can begin no later than spring.  In the 

meantime, Cottonwood classes will move to the former Anaverde Hills School 

site located on the Cottonwood campus so that classes will not be disrupted 

with a move part way through the school year.  Other minor projects and 

cleaning will take place at all District schools throughout the summer.

 

We are hopeful that you and your family will enjoy the summer break, taking 

time to make some special family memories.  We will look forward to your safe 

return in August.  Thanks again for allowing us to work with your children 

throughout this school year.

 

Sincerely,

Regina Rossall

2014 - 2015
Westside Calendar

August
7 Classes begin (minimum day)

September
1 Labor Day (no school)
8 Minimum day
25 - 26 Minimum days

November
10 - 11 Veteran’s Day (no school)
24 Lincoln’s Day (observed, no school)
25 - 28 Thanksgiving (no school)

December
8 Minimum day
19 Last day before break (minimum day)
22 - 31 Winter Vacation (no school)

January 2015
1 - 9 Winter vacation (no school)
12 Classes resume
19 MLK Day (no school)

February
9 Minimum day
16 President’s Day (no school)

March
9 Minimum day
23 - 31 Spring Vacation (no school)

April
1 - 3 Spring Vacation (no school)
6 Classes resume

May
25 Memorial Day (no school)

June
3 Minimum Day
4 Last day of school (minimum day)

If you have questions, please contact your 
child’s school. This calendar is subject to 
change based on future negotiations with 
employee associations.

A message from our Superintendent



Anaverde Hills
Life at Anaverde Hills is Sweet! We hosted a 
father daughter formal dance which made 
for an absolutely lovely evening. We also 
held a special Pastries for Parents event 
where we talked to our wonderful parents 
about suicide prevention and how to handle 
difficult situations parents sometimes find 
themselves in.

Cottonwood
Our students are headed for greatness! We 
had 52 students from our Girl Power and 
Boy’s Club go on a field trip to USC. We are 
also proud to be the host of the mini 
conference for the PTA 34th district. Finally, 
we are looking forward to some campus 
improvements that will begin soon!

Del Sur
We have been having a ball out at Del Sur. 
First, we are proud to announce that our 
Dancing Feet team took first place in this 
year’s competition. We also had a great time 
on our merit trip to Mulligans Fun Center in 
Palmdale, and at our Family Picnic Day. We 
want to wish all of our promoting students 
good luck in high school.

Esperanza
Esperanza students are enormously talented! 
Not only did our 4th grade students put on 
an amazingly entertaining talent show, but 
we have even more students working 
together to create dance routines for our 
very own Esperanza Lollapalooza. With 
students this great, sometimes summer 
doesn’t  feel like it can end fast enough.

Gregg Anderson
We are immensely proud of our 37 students 
who were recognized at a recent board 
meeting for getting PERFECT scores on the 
state math exam. Our students also had the 
opportunity to put together an outstanding 
presentation to the board on all the great 
things that went on at Gregg Anderson 
Academy this year.

Hillview
We’re going to need a bigger trophy case 
for the great awards and accomplishments 
our students are achieving. Our mathletes 
did great this year, with 6th and 7th grade 
teams taking first place and our 8th grade 
team taking second place. Also, our track 
team was crowned the tri-district champion! 
Congratulations to all of our students!

Joe Walker
We are overcome by the leadership and 
mentoring spirit demonstrated by our 
students. Not only did our Civil Air Patrol do 
a fantastic job volunteering at the LA County 
Air Show, but our VEX Jets hosted a 
competition for the elementary school 
robotics teams they mentored this year. We’ll 
be hosting a VEX camp the last week of 
June, call Lancaster HS Team 399 for info.

Leona Valley
Leona Valley is proud of the generous nature 
of our students. We hosted a Mother’s Day 
Tea with our kindergarten and first graders 
that included refreshments, storytelling and 
gifts for our magnificent moms. Our students 
also collected 74 pairs of socks for Grace 
Resource Center and raised money for Relay 
for Life through a penny drive. Life’s good at 
Leona Valley.

Rancho Vista
Did you hear about our Healthy Day of 
Play? It was a special event designed to help 
our students get outside, stay active and eat 
healthy. A great thing about the event was 
that it was planned, budgeted, fundraised 
and put on by our very own GATE students. 
They even developed fun games like Fresh 
Food Frenzy and  Scoot Your Glute. We are 
proud of all of our outstanding students!

Quartz Hill
We are so grateful for how active our 
parents are in our school and our student’s 
lives. On May 15th we had our open house, 
which included “Show Stopper” musical 
numbers by our students. We also had many 
parents attend a workshop put on by the 
Children’s Center that taught strategies for 
supporting student academic success.

Sundown
These last few weeks have been very busy at 
our school. We’ve had a number of great 
fieldtrips that have given our students a 
unique perspective on things they’ve learned 
in the classroom. We’ve also had the 
opportunity to spend time with our families at  
our Dancing Feet performance and our 
Doughnuts for Dads events.

Valley View
We’ve had a great year at Valley View 
Elementary School! Your students and staff 
worked together to learn new and exciting 
things. We also got to show off things we 
learned at the different open house events 
we had. Finally, we are so proud of students 
and staff for earning more than $4,100 for 
Relay for Life.

When we think of the people that make a 
school district run we often think of 
teachers, administrators and other staff 
members. However, there is another 
group of dedicated individuals that are 
critical to our district. They are our 
volunteers.

Volunteers are the people responsible for 
our parent teacher organizations, they 
raise money for our students to have 
exceptional educational experiences like 

field trips, they staff carnivals, make 
costumes for dramatic productions, 
chaperone our events and provide a 
helping hand whenever needed.

There is no doubt that a large part of 
Westside being the district of  choice is 
due to the dedication and selfless service 
of our volunteers.

Each year we ask our principals to select 
a Volunteer of the Year from their school 

to be recognized at a special board 
meeting. This is a meeting that is often full 
of accolades and gratitude for the 
amazing things our volunteers  make 
possible.

To all of our volunteers, we join our 
s tuden t s , Wes t s ide fami l ies , and 
community in saying thank you. As 
volunteers you have touched the lives of 
countless students and helped make the 
Westside experience truly excellent.

Recognizing 
our 

volunteers


