
Serving nearly 9,000 students spread across 346 square miles, Westside Union School District 
prides itself on being “the district of choice” with more choice-based programs than any other 
district in the Antelope Valley. Westside Union School District features 12 schools, providing 
world-class education to students from kindergarten to 8th grade.  Continuing a tradition of 
high academic achievement, a majority of Westside Union School District schools exceed the 
coveted 800 score on the Academic Performance Index administered by the California 
Department of Education.
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Students	  A*end	  Summer	  Robo0cs	  Workshop
Westside Union School District is 
preparing for another great year 
while parents and students are 
gearing up for the return. While 
some families vacationed over the 
summer, other students stayed 
busy by attending the Summer 
Robotics Workshop at Joe Walker 
STEALTH Academy in June. 

The workshop hosted 60 students 
from across the AV, ranging from 
third to sixth grade. The students 
were divided into 10 teams and 
spent the week building VEX 
robots that they later battled in 
“STEM Wars” on the last day of 
camp. Students also heard from 

guest speakers including a real 
NASA astronaut.

The camp welcomed a variety of 
students with a mix of boys and 
girls. The appeal of robotics to 
students of all backgrounds is a 
testament to the nature of Joe 
Walker and similar academies 
and programs that encourage 
S TEM academic s . Sc ience , 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math are tools in the robotics 
i n d u s t r y t h a t a l l o w t h e 
development of successful careers 
and futures for these young 
scientists.  

Teams built their robots using 
wheels, motors, gears, and 
controllers from commercial robot 
kits. Students also utilized mentors 
from local high school robotics 
teams who ran the camp and 
assisted teams with developing, 
creating and battling their robots.  

T h e R o b o t i c s C a m p w a s 
cosponsored by the education 
department at NASA's Dryden 
Flight Research Center, the AERO 
In s t i t u t e i n Pa lmda le , and 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics.
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Get Social!
Get social with 

Westside!    
Find, friend, follow and 
like us to stay up to date 

on the great things 
going on!

@WestsideSchools

www.pinterest.com/
westsideschools

www.facebook.com/
westsideschools 

www.youtube.com/
MyWestsideSchools 

41914 N. 50th Street West
Quartz Hill, CA 93536

(661) 722-0716                   www.westside.k12.ca.us

Contact Westside

At the end of the school year, the District recognized outstanding teachers, staff and 
students for their achievements throughout the 2013-2014 year. The dedication of our 
entire Westside family is the foundation that makes Westside the District of Choice! 

Thank 
you to classified 

employees of 
Westside on your 

dedication & 
outstanding 

performance!

Students 
across the 

District were 
given outstanding 

achievement awards 
for their participation 
in Ballroom Dance, 

Mathletes, 
Geography Bee and 

more! We are 
proud of all our 

Westside 
students!

Congrats 

to our 2014 

Teachers of the 

Year! Elizabeth 

Anderson from Joe 

Walker Middle School 

was named the 

Westside District 

Teacher of 

the Year 

2014!
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Westside Union School District
Important dates for the 2014-15 school year

August 2014
 7th Classes Begin - Minimum Day

September 2014
 1st Labor Day - No School

 8th Minimum Day
 25th Minimum Day
 26th Minimum Day

October 2014
10th First Quarter Ends

November 2014
 10th Veteran’s Day - No School
 11th Veteran’s Day - No School

December 2014
8th Minimum Day

19th Second Quarter Ends
19th Minimum Day

22-31st Winter Vacation - No School

January 2015
1-9th Winter Vacation - No School

12th Classes Resume
19th M.L. King Holiday - No School

February 2015
9th Minimum Day

16th President’s Day - No School

March 2015
9th Minimum Day

20th Third Quarter Ends
23-31st Spring Vacation - No School

April 2015
1-3rd Spring Vacation - No School

6th Classes Resume

May 2015
25th Memorial Day - No School

June 2015
3rd Minimum Day

4th Fourth Quarter Ends
4th Last Day of School - Minimum Day

Meet your student’s teachers. Introduce yourself early instead 
of waiting until problems occur. Westside teachers and staff love to meet 
parents!

Learn about your school. Always stay updated on the rules and 
curriculum. If you don’t receive this information once school starts, look for 
them on our website or ask your child’s teacher.

Monitor your child’s progress in school. Being involved is 
the best thing a parent can do for their child. If you notice a slip in grades, 
contact teachers for help before they get worse. Check Powerschool often.

Attend parent-teacher conferences. Keep in contact with 
teachers for good communication throughout the year. 

Befriend other parents. See what other Westside parents have to 
say. Talk with them about problems you share. Utilize our Facebook page for 
information and updates!

Respond to correspondence from the school. If you have 
trouble with English, ask the school for help with translation.

Stay Involved.  Be a vital part of your student’s life. Make school a 
priority and help them succeed with encouragement. 

Make it a Great Year!

1.	 Set a regularly scheduled study time everyday.
2.	 Create a distraction-free homework area in your 
	 home.
3.	 Make homework a priority before play.
4.	 Offer encouragement and supervision without 
	 doing too much of the work yourself.
5.	 Maintain a bedtime routine 	for healthy sleeping 
	 habits. Plenty of sleep improves concentration, 
	 memorization and alertness in class.
6.	 Try not to compare your student to a sibling or 
	 friend their age. They are inevitably different in 
	 many ways.
7.	 Make sure your student has a healthy breakfast 
	 everyday.
8.	 Praise success with support, but try not to nag.
9. Always try to remain in contact with your child’s 

teacher.
10. Show enthusiasm and excitement about school 

and homework.

10 Study Tips for Parents
We know getting your student to study at home can be 
difficult, so we have compiled some tips to encourage 

good study habits for a successful school year.



Thanks for all of your help in getting our 2014-15 year off to a positive start. After all new and departing 
students are accounted for, our enrollment is nearly the same as when we closed in June, which is great 
for our instructional program and stability of our schools.  Principals are already working to level classes 
to create the best learning environment we can. We appreciate your patience as necessary changes are 
made.  

This year we are welcoming about 30 teachers who are new to our District, and we are pleased to have 
them join us.  We hope you will help welcome them to our District as well--some have moved from as far 
away as Pennsylvania and others have lived in the Antelope Valley their entire lives.  In addition, we have 
hired about 60 new classified employees who work in diverse jobs including instructional assistants, clerks, 
custodians, food service workers, and maintenance and operations. Whatever jobs they are doing for our 
students, we are happy they have chosen to work in our community.

During the summer, Chris Fitzgerald, former principal at Joe Walker Middle School, assumed a new job as 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction.  Steve Wood was promoted from Vice Principal to Principal at Joe 
Walker. Drew Warden, who has taught for many years in 5th grade, will now be working with our teaching 
staff to help in the implementation of technology for our students.  We are also pleased to welcome Shelly 
Dearinger back as Principal at Gregg Anderson Academy as well as thanking Laura Duran for assuming 
that job for much of last year.

As you may have noticed, our staff has been busy during June and July preparing our schools for the 
return of our students.  Given ongoing concerns about the drought that our state has endured, Westside 
continues to make efforts to decrease the amount of unnecessary grass we have at our schools by 
replacing it where we can with artificial turf or concrete.  This will minimize our use of water and 
maintenance while still providing recreational facilities for our students and the community.  I am proud 
that these facilities are put to good use. As a community center, AYSO, Little League and other groups use 
our fields for practice and games daily throughout the school year.  So that our fields are available for our 
students and for our community, summer is the only time to reseed and restore the fields.  You will notice 
that our fields have some restored lawns ready for our students.  In this time of drought, we were able to 
accomplish this without increasing our overall water usage, but with shorter duration and more frequent 
watering in the summer months.  There were also several carpeting, painting and other restorative projects 
over the summer in addition to moving many classrooms. Anaverde Hills School construction also 
continued over the summer, and the office and some core building classrooms are now in use.  

Back to School Nights were very well attended and most schools have hosted their events already.  I hope 
you had time to stop by the school, meet your child’s teacher and learn about the plans for this school 
year. Please check the calendar for remaining events.

Again, welcome back to the 14-15 year.  We are so pleased to be working with your children, and thank 
you for the confidence in knowing we will be doing our best to make it a great year with your partnership.

Sincerely,

Regina Rossall
Westside Union School District Superintendent

A Message From The Superintendent



Rancho Vista
Rancho Vista is excited about the new school year. 
We are excited to embrace Common Core State 
Standards.  This year, our students will continue to 
read and write across the curriculum and practice 
inquiry in the classroom. Our teachers are eager to 
ensure that the level of rigor in the classroom is 
high and to incorporate the use of technology into 
our lessons. It’s going to be a great year at Rancho 
Vista.
-Tom Morreale, Principal 

Cottonwood
Welcome to the 2014-15 academic school year at 
Cottonwood Elementary School. We are excited 
about the opportunity to serve the community for 
another year. Here at Cottonwood Elementary, we 
are a School United (around) Common Core 
Expecting Student Success. Our decisions and actions 
are made with this underlying theme in mind. Our 
goal is to prepare our students to be a SUCCESS in 
the 21st Century working environment.
-James Norris, Principal

Valley View
On behalf of the Valley View Elementary Staff, it is 
truly my pleasure to extend a warm and heartfelt 
welcome to you as we begin the 2014-2015 school 
year.  The start of a new school year is the time of year 
to reconnect with old friends and welcome new friends. 
To those students and parents who are new to Valley 
View, we extend an especially warm welcome and best 
wishes for an exciting and productive year. We hope 
that you will quickly feel at home.
-Scott Brewer, Principal

Esperanza
Welcome back Esperanza families.   We hope 
you had a great summer.   Our entire staff is 
excited to start a new year and we look forward 
to working with everyone.  We have lots of 
exciting things planned for the year and we 
encourage parents to get involved with their 
child’s class and the school.   Join our PTA, be a 
classroom volunteer, or simply come out and join 
the different events we have throughout the year.  
It’s going to be a great year!
-Rodney Lots, Principal

Gregg Anderson
I am so pleased to welcome you to Gregg Anderson 
Academy. Our goal is to teach state standards with a 
focus on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) and AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) strategies. Our school is named in 
honor of Mr. Gregg Anderson who was the 
Developer of Rancho Vista. He developed the first 
master-planned community in the AV. Our qualified, 
certificated and classified staff, students, parents, and 
community all work together as a team to provide the 
best education possible for our students.
-Shelly Dearinger, Principal

Joe Walker
Joe Walker Middle School creates a culture of 
success by partnering with community organizations 
to promote instructional relevance in our educational 
program. In order to best prepare our students for 
success with twenty-first century skills, we provide a 
balanced curriculum that educates the whole child 
combining Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics with the arts and humanities.   Every 
child will receive a STEALTH education at Joe 
Walker.
-Steve Wood, Principal

Hillview
Hillview Middle School is proud to announce 
numerous opportunities our students have this 
year. We increased the number of honors courses 
and added several classes to support students. 
Student clubs include Drama, Theatre Sportz, 
Running, Mathletes, CJSF, ASB, Lego Robotics 
and Science Olympiad. Sports season will also 
start quickly. We are looking forward to a great 
year of student achievement and participation.  
-Rob Garza, Principal

 

Message from 
your Westside 

Principal!

Anaverde Hills
Anaverde Hills offers a unique and strong program 
called A-STEP, incorporating AVID, Science, 
Technology, Exploration, and Project-Based 
Learning. This balanced and comprehensive 
approach strengthens academic, interpersonal, and 
intrapersonal skills.  With almost 550 students in K-8, 
our API scores ranked us as the 2nd highest school 
in the AV. Our staff works as a team to support all 
students at Anaverde Hills.
-Kristin Gellinck-Frye, Principal

Quartz Hill
Quartz Hill Elementary serves students from
kindergarten through sixth grade. The staff
believes that education is a partnership with 
parents. Working together enables us to provide 
a quality educational program for every child. 
Through this teamwork, we can most effectively 
meet every child's educational needs and help 
every child achieve his or her full potential. 
-Cathy Bennett, Principal

Leona Valley
We have many wonderful opportunities for our 
students this year, including a weekly PTO Thursday 
after   school   program, Ballroom Dance,   AVID 
grades 2-8, and Student Council to name just a few. 
Attendance and tardies will be a focus area  for us 
this year.   Be on the lookout for phone messages  
and newsletters regarding attendance and tardies. 
We are ready for an exciting 2014-15 school year!!
-Sandra Jones, Principal

Del Sur
At Del Sur, we are off to a great start. Students are 
busy in their classrooms learning and teachers are 
delivering lessons based on our new areas of 
Instructional Focus: Critical reading and writing, 
inquiry and evidence, rigor and real world application, 
and technology integration. Students are moving, 
constructing, writing, and inquiring! There is an energy 
on campus that is impossible to miss. It’s exciting to be 
a part of the Del Sur Dragon family!
-Nicole Hernandez, Principal 

Mountain Home School
At Mountain Home School, we know that choosing 
the right educational setting for your child is not a 
decision to be taken lightly. On behalf of all of us at 
Mountain School, we hope to welcome you soon to 
our school community. We are proud of the 
school's future and the promise of outstanding 
parents, our community, and faculty support 
system. Not only are we proud of our school, but 
we also believe it is a profoundly good choice for 
families who are interested in getting actively 
involved in their children's education.
-Laura Duran, Principal

Sundown
At Sundown Elementary School, we are excited about 
our school motto W.I.N. which stands for “What I 
Need”. Students at Sundown will WIN as academic 
interventions, differentiations and concern for social & 
emotional needs of our students are addressed by our 
staff to ensure students get what they need to 
succeed. As we implement Common Core State 
Standards, students enhance critical thinking skills and 
real world applications. We hope to see you “cruise” 
through our office to see all the wonderful things 
taking place at Sundown this year! 
-Timothy Barker, Principal 

Westside Academy
Westside Academy is off to a great 14-15 school 
year!  Students have successfully finished several 5 
paragraph essays as they write across different 
curricular areas on a daily basis. Some students have 
already started work on their community service 
project. They are writing research papers on their 
chosen topic, developing radio spots, and   designing 
flyers to support their position. We are well on our 
way towards another successful year!
-Deborah Rutkowski-Hines, Principal 

Westside Roundup


