
Serving nearly 9,000 students spread across 346 square miles, Westside Union School District 
prides itself on being “the district of choice” with more choice-based programs than any other 
district in the Antelope Valley. With the opening of the Gregg Anderson Academy, there are now 
12 schools in the district providing world-class education to students from kindergarten to 8th 
grade.  Continuing a tradition of high academic achievement, Westside Union School District was 
the only district in the Antelope Valley to see all of its schools exceed the coveted 800 score on 
the Academic Performance Index administered by the California Department of Education.
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Measure WP is a parcel tax measure on 

the November 6 ballot that will be levied for 
four years.  Measure WP will cost $96 a year 
per parcel and is legally guaranteed to be 
spent entirely on neighborhood schools within 
Westside Union School District.  These funds 
will be spent on District school improvements 
and no funds can be taken by the State or 
spent elsewhere. 

Measure WP will:
✓Maintain and improve core academics of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math

✓Provide students and staff with training and 
software for advancements in technology

✓Help prevent further increases in class size

✓Recruit and retain highly qualified teachers

✓Raise approximately $16.8 million over four years 
to be spent within the District

Measure WR will reauthorize $18.5 
million of Westside General Obligation 
Bonds approved by District voters in 2008.  
This means the District can borrow at a 
much lower interest rate, saving District 
taxpayers millions of dollars in interest.  
Measure WR also includes legal 
guarantees that all funds will be spent 
locally and cannot be taken by the State.

Measure WR will: 
✓Upgrade classrooms with up-to-date 
technology, air-conditioning and heating, 
wireless systems and computer equipment

✓Repair and modernize aging schools and 
classrooms throughout the District

✓Construct and renovate school libraries

✓Update schools to meet handicapped 
accessibility requirements in restrooms and 
classrooms

Board of Trustees

John Curiel

Steve DeMarzio

Gwendolyn Farrell

Linda Jones

Joan Sodergren



In response to a letter from Los Angeles County education officials, the Westside Union 
School District Board of Trustees made roughly $6 million in spending cuts at their October 16 
meeting.  These cuts included the closing of libraries and computer labs around the District for 
the remainder of the school year.  

The county has asked that the Board submit a line-item list of cuts on December 15 along 
with their interim report.  

“We have some difficult decisions to make,” said superintendent Regina Rossall.  “We are 
feeling the weight of the recession along with many other educational institutions and public 
entities.  However, we intend to make these tough decisions wisely and in such a way that we 
will continue to provide excellence in everything we do for our students.  That is our job and 
that is what Westside students need.”

The list so far includes cutting temporary teachers as well as roughly 12 permanent 
certificated positions.  Unfortunately, this would lead to an increase in class sizes, which the 
District has been working hard to avoid. 

The list also includes eliminating the 7th and 8th grade programs at Leona Valley School, 
which would require busing of students to another site.  The school walking distance would also 
be increased by roughly half a mile, allowing fewer students to be bused to school. 

Suggested cuts that will be discussed further included making all District schools K-8, 
closing the District office during school breaks, eliminating two school nurses and closing 
extracurricular programs like robotics, cheerleading and student government.  

In August, the Board approved a decision to pursue two revenue measures that would help 
compensate for these budget cuts.  These measures will be on the November 6 ballot.

Measure WR is a bond reauthorization that would allow the District to borrow at a much 
lower interest rate and would save taxpayers more than $100 million.  This would allow the 
District to renovate school libraries and computer labs as well as make improvements to 
classrooms and school campuses.   

Measure WP is a parcel tax that would be levied for four years at $96 per parcel.  The 
passage of this measure would generate approximately $4 million per year and could be used 
to maintain core academic programs and prevent increases in class size.

“We are working hard to continue meeting the needs of the Antelope Valley’s unique 
economy by providing groundbreaking programs for our students,” said Rossall.  “We intend to 
do everything we can to provide quality education and keep these cuts from interfering.”

Get Social!
You can now follow Westside 
on Pinterest and Facebook 
for easy access to lunch 
menus, activities, news 
articles, photos from the 
schools, educational 
resources and ideas.

Visit www.pinterest.com/
westsideschools

www.facebook.com/
westsideschools 

Check out the 
Westside News at 9!

Our Westside students will now get 
behind the news desk every month 
to bring you the Westside News at 

9!  Visit the Westside Youtube 
Channel at www.youtube.com/

mywestsideschools to check out all 
the videos.

Contact Westside
41914 N. 50th Street West

Quartz Hill, CA 93536

www.westside.k12.ca.us

(661) 722-0716

Board of Trustees Makes Difficult Budget Decisions
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A Note from Superintendent Regina Rossall
It is hard to believe the first quarter of the year has already ended, 

and our students are well into the second half of this semester.  We are 
proud to say that we remain the “District of Choice” in the Antelope Valley 
as the recently announced API scores make Westside the highest scoring 
District in the Antelope Valley.  We are the only District with all our schools 
scoring above the coveted 800 API.  Our schools are among the highest in 
the Antelope Valley.  These achievements are a tribute to the diligence of 
our students, teachers, support staff and parents. 

The construction of Anaverde Hills School is now underway, with 
classroom buildings and the central core building already taking shape. 
This school has been a long time in development, but the community will 
have a school of which to be justly proud when it opens next school year.  
Check Facebook for regular updates of site photos. 

Westside is currently working in conjunction with other organizations 
to donate 25,000 cans/boxes of food to Grace Resource Center for 
distribution during the holiday season.  We are asking each of our students 
and staff to donate at least one can or box of food for this worthy cause, 
which also helps to teach our students what it means to help those in our 
community who are in need.  At Westside, we strive to teach our students 
to become actively involved in their community and think outside 
themselves.  This program will help reinforce this awareness. 

In an effort to continue providing a safe learning environment for our 
students, we will be participating with the City of Lancaster in the Not in Our 
Town/School event November 13 – 16.  Many Westside Schools will hold 
events to help students with the needed skills to stop bullying and to promote 
positive behavior with their peers.  At the City Council meeting on November 
13th, we will join other schools in receiving a proclamation from Mayor Parris 
and the City Council designating this week as our official joint effort to end 
bullying.  

School will be closed in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday from 
November 19 - 23, so you can enjoy some special family time.  Check out the 
Westside Round-Up below for special dates and events that will be taking place 
during the next month at the various school sites.   

November is the month to highlight the many things for which we are 
thankful.  I am personally thankful for the outstanding teachers and staff that 
serve our community’s children everyday, making sure that they can be 
successful at school.  I am thankful for our students who come to school eager 
to learn and to take advantage of the opportunities they are given.  I am 
thankful for community volunteers, beginning with the Board of Trustees, and all 
of those who give so much of their time to our students.  Lastly, like all of you, I 
am thankful to live in our community, the Antelope Valley, to spend time with 
my own family and to be an American.  For these abundant gifts, I am truly 
blessed.  Happy November to you all!

Anaverde
On November 9, Anaverde Hills students will 
honor U.S. Veterans at the Annual Veteran’s 
Day Assembly.  Students will participate in 
fundraisers to benefit the Wreaths Across 
America organization, which helps supply 
wreaths for the graves of Veterans at the 
Lancaster Cemetery. 

Cottonwood
October 22 - 26 marked the celebration of Red 
Ribbon Week at Cottonwood.  Students learned 
the importance of saying no to drugs and 
avoiding things that harm their bodies.  The 
theme for the week was The Best Me is Drug 
Free!  Cottonwood students have pledged to 
never abuse dangerous substances. 

Del Sur
The Del Sur Family Fall Festival will be held 
Friday, November 9 from 5:30 - 7:30pm.  
The Festival includes a variety of booths put 
together by the students, teachers, staff, 
parents and community members.  
Proceeds will support school programs and 
classes.

Esperanza
From November 1 - 14, Esperanza will be 
working with the Lancaster West Rotary Club 
to help needy families.  Esperanza is collecting 
canned or boxed food items to be donated to 
the Grace Resource Center.  Please help us by 
making sure your child brings canned or 
boxed goods to school.  

Gregg Anderson
Gregg Anderson Academy had an Emergency 
Preparedness Parent Information Meeting on 
November 1.  Scott Polgar from the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department was presenting.  He 
talked to parents about how to prepare for 
emergency and how to help their children be 
ready for emergency situations. 

Hillview
Hillview Middle School had the privilege of 
welcoming several World War II Veterans 
to visit their classrooms on October 24 and 
25.  These heroic men and women spoke to 
students about what life was like for them 
during those difficult war times and 
answered questions.

Joe Walker
Joe Walker’s VEX Robotics class is working 
diligently to prepare for their December 
competition at UCLA.  They are also working 
hard to raise money from local community 
members and businesses to purchase robot kits 
and supplies they need.  To donate, please call 
the school at (661) 943-3258.

Leona Valley
The students at Leona Valley celebrated Red 
Ribbon Week last week.  The students signed a 
drug free pledge, participated in different 
activities such as Shade Out Drugs Day in which 
the students wore sunglasses, and spelled out 
DRUG FREE together. 

Rancho Vista
Rancho Vista Elementary is implementing 
the Nancy Fetzer Writing Program at the 
school.  This program will offer a 
continuum of study for Rancho Vista 
students in the area of writing as they 
progress from K - 6.  

Quartz Hill
The Quartz Hill PTA will be sponsoring a 
Harvest Festival on November 9 for their 
November Family Night.  The festival will be 
held in the cafeteria from 5:00 - 8:00pm.  
Activities will include games for the whole 
family to enjoy!

Sundown
Sundown Elementary School is excited to 
announce the completion of a new monument 
sign.  The old sign suffered a great deal of 
weather damage and the brand new sign looks 
great!  Check the Westside Facebook page for 
photos! 

Valley View
Valley View students will participate in a 
Science Assembly on November 8.  The 
assembly will feature electrifying, hands-on 
experiments.  Students will be able to see, 
hear and watch sound travel through the 
room during a 45 minute presentation. 

Westside Round-Up


